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3 Years late 


Little did George Orwell know that what he wrote in 1948 would be prophetic. He saw a 
world in which the eyes of the government (Big Brother) would be watching and listening to 
every move of its citizens. Orwell's 1984 could more appropriately be titled 1997 since by the 
time you read this, ther-House Commerce Committee will have considered a proposal by Repre- 
sentatives Mike Oxley (R-OH) and Thomas Manton (D-NY) that would dramatically overstep the 
reasonable boundaries of of personal privacy “guaranteed” by the Fourth Amendment right to be 
secure from unreasonable searches and seizures. 

The Oxley/Manton amendment to the marginally acceptable SAFE (Security and Freedom 
through Encryption Act - HR 695) would be a devastating expansion of law enforcement power. 
Basically the amendment would give law enforcement “immediate” access to private online com- 
munications and business transactions without any notice or knowledge to the user. It gives the 
FBI broad new powers and gives the Attorney General authority to dictate the design of Internet 
services and software suitable for law enforcement needs. 

Putting it into perspective, a representative from the Center for Democracy and Technology 
said the “amendment is analogous to the government requiring surveillance cameras in every 
new house built in the United States, which could be turned on remotely by the police if you were 
ever suspected of committing a crime.’ 

The amendment vote is expected to be around September 25 and if adopted will signal the 
beginning of a national surveillance infrastructure. Say hello to Big Brother! 


http: //www.digital.net/skip/ 


Gate 3 grants soon 

As more than a thousand vanity 
call sign applicants wait anxiously, the 
FCC in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, is 
edging ever closer to processing Gate 
3 August 6 vanity receipts. 

Gate 3 opened August 6 for Ad- 
vanced class amateurs. As of late Au- 
gust, the FCC had cleared the decks of 
any work in process” or WIPS applica- 
tions from applicants who had filed prior 
to August 6 under earlier vanity gates. 
The FCC reports it received 1613 van- 
ity call sign applications between Au- 
gust 6 and August 20. That total could 
include applications filed under earlier 
vanity gates, however. 

An FCC spokesperson said this 
week that personnel are very carefully 
matching up fees paid with applications 
filed to ensure that any call sign request 
that can be granted, will be granted. In 
particular, the FCC wants to be sure that 
no fees for electronic filers go astray. 
Most of those who are seeking new call 
signs under Gate 3 filed electronically, 
but payments still had to be sent by mail. 

The fee-handling procedure initi- 
ated with Gate 3 is a change from how 
fees were handled under earlier vanity 
gates. Under the current procedure, the 
FCC requires fees accompanying elec- 
tronically filed applications to be paid 
(and received by the FCC bank contrac- 
tor, Mellon Bank) within 10 days of fil- 
ing. The FCC will not process an appli- 
cation before the fee is received. The 
fee for a vanity call sign application in- 
creases from 30 dollar(s) to 50 dollar(s) 
on September 15, 1997. 


The FCC still has not given any 
indication when it plans to open Gate 
4, 
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Sunspot Number tops 100 


ist TIME IN THREE YEARS! 
Sun watcher Tad Cook, K7VVV, 
in Seattle, Washington, reports: The rise 
in solar activity continues, and on Mon- 
day, September 8, solar flux values 
peaked at 119.4. The last time the so- 
lar flux was above this value was Janu- 


ary 27, 1994. On the same day the sun- . 


spot number was 101, which has been 
unequaled since September 3, 1994. 
We are definitely through the minimum 
and on the upswing of the next solar 
cycle! 

The average solar flux for the pre- 
vious 90 days rose another two points 
this past week (to 77), as it had the 
previous week. September 11 was the 
38th consecutive day that the flux was 
above the 90-day average. This greatly 
increased activity has brought along 
some geomagnetic disturbances. The 
most disturbed period over this past 
week was around 0600 to 0900 UTC 
on September 9. Recent projections 
from the NOAA Space Environment 
Service Center show the solar flux 
dropping below 100 after September 
17, then rising to above 100 around 
September 26, and above 115 after 
October 4. These estimates are based 
upon the previous solar rotation, so new 
active regions on the Sun could send 
these numbers higher. 


This new activity means that DX 
now is possible on the higher HF bands. 
Prior to now, 20 meters was the primary 
band for worldwide propagation. Check 
15 and even 10 meters, where open- 
ings are now possible, especially over 
north-south paths. Combined with the 
progression toward the Fall equinox, 
conditions now and over the next month 
should be the best seen in several 
years! 

Sunspot numbers for September 
4 through 10 were 56, 79, 85, 84, 97, 
101 and 95, with a mean of 85.3. The 
10.7-cm flux was 93, 96, 97.6, 102, 
119.4, 116.1 and 114.9, with a mean 
of 105.6, and estimated planetary A in- 
dices. were 19, 5, 7, 3, 9, 19, and 19, 
with a mean of 11.6. 
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All vanity applications to 


require Form 159. 

The ARRL has learned that when 
the vanity application fee jumps to $50 
on Monday, September 15, the FCC also 
will start requiring everyone filing a pa- 
per Form 610V Amateur Station Vanity 
Call Sign Request to include FCC Form 
159, FCC Remittance Advice, with their 
application—no matter the method of 
payment. Applications received on or af- 
ter September 15 and lacking a Form 159 
will not be processed and will be returned 
to the applicant. 

Previously, the FCC only required 
an Form 159 with a hard-copy Form 610V 
if the applicant was paying with a credit 
card or money order—or for a single re- 
mittance to cover multiple applications. 


The change came on very short 
notice, and the FCC has yet to issue a 
formal public notice to address it. But the 
FCC appears ready to stand firm on the 
requirement starting September 15. A 
spokesperson at the FCC in Gettysburg 
said that on or after September 15, Mellon 
Bank—the FCC’s fiscal agent—will not 
cash or deposit any fees which are not 
accompanied by a Form 159. Applica- 
tions received at Mellon Bank that lack a 
Form 159 will be forwarded to Gettysburg 
for handling (the fee will not be depos- 
ited), and Gettysburg will return the en- 
tire application and the fee to the appli- 
cant with a blank Form 159 and instruc- 
tions to refile. 


When completing Form 159, all 
applicants must include a taxpayer ID 
number (your Social Security number) in 
ltem 1 (FCC Account Number). In Items 
14A and 14 B, Payment Type Code, ap- 
plicants should write "WAVR.” 

FCC Form 159 can be obtained by 
writing ARRL/VEC, 225 Main St, 
Newington, CT 06111. An SASE is ap- 
preciated. Form 159 also is available from 
the FCC via the Internet at http:// 
www.fcc.gov/formpage.html or ftp:// 
ftp.fec.gov/pub/Forms/Form159/. 


You can also get the form by return 


fax by calling 202-418-0177 and request- 


ing Form 000159. The FCC Forms Dis- 
tribution Center also accepts orders at 
800-418-3676. 


If you need assistance comeiasan 
Form 159 or need filing information con- 
tact the FCC National Call Center at 888- 


i eeorosees 


The FCC still has given no indica- 
tion of when it will begin processing Gate 
3 vanity call sign applications. It’s esti- 
mated that more than 1000 applicants 
filed on the opening day, August 6. The 
FCC also has not said when it plans to 
open vanity Gate 4. 
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BEACH BALL BUNNY 


In a strange twist on de- 
liberate QRM, an Indiana ham 
radio fox hunter last month dis- 
covered a transmitter hidden 
inside a beach ball floating in 
the Elkhart River. The trans- 
mitter was on the frequency of 
a local repeater. Hours before 
making the find on August 11, Pete 
Ostapchuk, N9SFX, of Osceola, Indi- 
ana, had won first prize in a fox hunting 
contest involving fellow hams, accord- 
ing to a report August 12 in The Elkhart 
Truth newspaper. 

The paper said local authorities 
were investigating the incident, the lat- 
est in a string of occurrences where 
devices were deployed to jam ham ra- 
dio frequencies in the area. Another 
beach ball containing a transmitter had 
been found earlier in the same week. 
Four disruptive transmitters were found 
during February and March. 


Ostapchuk heads the interference 
committee of the Elkhart County Radio 
Association. He told the paper that he’d 
found several of the devices himself 
using DF equipment.—thanks to Dan 
Caesar, K9QEUV 


New version of 
STSPLUS available 


Dave Ransom has updated the 
popular STSPLUS shareware program 
used to track the shuttle and the Mir 
space ‘station. The latest version, a 
maintenance update “to correct a few 
bugs” is version 9736. Ransom says 
the file names on his BBS and home 
page are now sop9736a.zip and 
$op9736b.zip. Users can download the 
new files from http://www.dransom.com 
or from the BBS at 520-282-5559 (8, N, 


1). 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR 
VISUALLY 


IMPAIRED 


SKIP is put on tape every 
month for the benefit of the blind 
or visually impaired. These tapes 


are available if requested and post- 
age is paid both ways. If you are 
interested in this valuable service, 
contact Ms. Desaree Stewart, Li- 
brary for the Blind, 420 Platt Street, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114. Phone 
1-800-226-6075. 
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
CAN’T PROSECUTE 


ADMITTED JAMMERS 


Authorities in Elkhart, In- 
diana, report they know who 
_ planted repeater jamming de- 
“vices in the area—including a 
couple inside beach balls (see 
The ARRL Letter, Vol 16, No 36), but 
they can’t do anything about it—even 
though the two people responsible have 
admitted it to police. That’s because the 
local authorities have no jurisdiction in 
the case, which involves federal law. 
The local sheriff's department declined 
to identify the suspects other than to 
say that neither are licensed amateurs 
and that one of them is female. Mike 
McCauley, KB9GNU, the Public Infor- 
mation Officer for Elkhart County De- 
partment of Emergency Management, 
told Amateur Radio Newsline that not 
all of the devices were hidden in beach 
balls. McCauley says that a number of 
the jamming units were literally sold into 
the homes of the general public. One 
was even equipped with a seismic de- 
tector that would turn the unit off when 
a direction-finding team came within 
about 30 feet of it. Another one was 
put inside a brand-new TV set that had 
been returned to a department store 
then resold. Word is that the pair in- 
volved simply do not like ham radio and 
appear to have a personal vendetta 
against hams. 


Local authorities have reportedly 


asked the FCC to investigate.— 
Newsline via KB9GNU and N9PGE_ 


Ham-teacher authors 


journal article 


“Is This Frequency in Use?” is the 
title of an article on technology and 
Amateur Radio in the classroom, 
authored by ARRL registered teacher 
Michelle “Missy” Hollenbeck, AAOOF, of 
Andover, Kansas. It has been accepted 
for the November issue of Educational 
Leadership magazine, published by the 
Association of Supervision and Cur- 
riculum Development. The article lists 
ARRLs Educational Activities Depart- 
ment as a source of information. 
Hollenbeck also has recently written 
items for QST, CQ and 73, and she told 
EAD’s Glenn Swanson, KB1GW, re- 
cently that she’s “real proud to be an 
Amateur Radio operator today.’—Glenn 
Swanson, KB1GW 


Consumer Groups Question 


FTC Privacy Report 

Several privacy and consumer 
organizations that participated in the 
Federal Trade Commission’s Consumer 


Privacy Workshop earlier this year have 
questioned the accuracy of a prelimi- 
nary report submitted by the ftc to Sena- 
tor John McCain, chairman of the Sen- 
ate Commerce Committee. 

The report from the FTC 
downplayed public concerns about pri- 
vacy and described the efforts of a few 
companies to develop privacy policies. 
But the Consumer Federation of 
America, the Center for Media Educa- 
tion, the Electronic Frontier Foundation, 
the Electronic Privacy Information Cen- 
ter, and the Privacy Rights Clearing- 
house said that the FTC preliminary 
report “does not adequately reflect the 
substance of the hearings or the views 
of consumer organizations that partici- 
pated.” 

The consumer and privacy 
groups specifically took issue with the 
FTC’s claim that the public favored self- 
regulatory approaches. According to the 
organizations, survey research pre- 
sented at the Workshop clearly showed 
that “Internet users favor legislation to- 
day to protect personal privacy.” 

‘The groups cited the survey con- 
ducted by Professor Alan Westin for 
American Laws and Business which 
found that “58 percent of computer us- 
ers wanted government to pass laws 
now on how personal information can 
be collected and used on the Net.” Pro- 
fessor Westin also found that “Only 24 
percent say government should limit its 
role to recommending standards.” 
Other privacy polls have found similar 
support for passage of privacy legisla- 
tion. 

The original letter from the Sen- 
ate Commerce Committee asked the 
Commission to “investigate the compi- 
lation, sale, and usage of electronically 
transmitted data bases that include 
identifiable personal information of pri- 
vate citizens without their knowledge. 
”Privacy experts believe that the FTC 
has yet to complete its work. 

The FTC letter to Senator McCain: 
http://www.ftc.gov/os/9707/ 
privac9b.htm 

Letter from Consumer and 

Privacy Groups to Senator 

McCain: 
http://www. epic.org/privacy/ 
databases/ftc_letter_0797.html 
Original letter from the Senate 
Commerce Committee to the FTC: 
http://www.epic.org/privacy/ 
databases/ftc_databases.html 
EPIC’s page on the Federal Trade 
Commission: 
http://www.epic.org/privacy/ 
internet/ftc/ 
-Electronic Privacy Information 


Center (EPIC) 
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Year 2000 - The millennium bug. 


Try as | might, | have not been able to come to a reasonable conclu- 
sion as to the severity and implications of the Year 2000 bug. Sometimes | 
see impending disaster about to befall us in the coming millennium but then 
when | go on a foray for Y2000 information, | think the problem is less of a 
problem than | fear. 


Recently, | read a comprehensive essay by Matt Rosoff, an associate 
editor for CNET, who examined critical organizations in our country (the 
government, power companies and financial sector) and he concluded that 
most have a grip on the situation. Rosoff said, “the Y2K bug is a real prob- 
lem, it’s a widespread problem, and it needs to be fixed. But most of society’s 
vital organizations expect to have the critical portions of their systems re- 
paired or replaced in time.” 


Apparently Mr. Rosoff did considerable research on his report, con- 
sulting 30 programmers with an average of 17 years experience each; inter- 
viewing Sally Katzen, director of the Office of Management and Budget for 
the President; picked the brain of Leonard Anderson, spokesperson for Pa- 
cific Gas & Electric - a major California power supplier; and spoke with Nick 
Magri, coordinator for the Y2K project at the Securities Industry Automation 
Corporation which oversees technology for the New York and American stock 
exchanges. 


However, | remain unsettled about the situation. | went on another 
hunt for information on the Internet and ended up at a company in the UK 
cleverly named, Computer Experts. From all indications, they specialize in 
addressing the Y2000 bug and provide consulting services to corporations 
facing the apocalypse. Much to my delight, they offered a free download of 
software that analyzes one’s computer system to see if you too are about to 
face technological, economic, and financial ruin - and probably one’s auto- 
matic phone dialer will be rendered inoperable! 


As free downloads do, it performs a whole bunch of checks (| passed 
them all) but reserves the really, really important check contingent on send- 
ing a check for $44.95 to get a registered version. Skipped in the free down- 
loaded version are checks of the Bios Year 2000 Support, RTC Century byte 
retention, the installation of TSR fix program and a program that obtains a 
list of software from the computer drives that can be sent to Computer Ex- 
perts for evaluation. The checks one gets for free are: live system clock roll 
over, live RTC roll over, file date stamp, 2000 & 2001 leap year RTC, 2000 & 
2001 leap year system check and 2001-2005 leap year RTC. 


One warning to potential downloaders of the free software. IT MUST 
BE RUN FROM DOS. Please resist your overwhelming temptation to run it 
out of a window or you will create a real Year 2000 problem several years in 
advance. . 

The software is only 85K and may be downloaded at: 


http://www.computerexperts.co.uk/PC2000/ 


In conclusion | would like to say that since | successfully ran the Y2000 
check on my computer and read an authoritative article on the matter, | 
conclude there is no conclusion. I'll just hang around and read about it on 
January 1, 2000 - the start of the millennium. Or does the millennium begin 
in 2001? Now there is another controversy we have to face. 


Eloquent Warning 


While installing a downloaded 
update, | was presented with the follow- 
ing articulation that would give an En- 
glish professor a severe case of heart- 
burn: 


If you install this code Internet . 
Phone will stop function only as 

a demo and you can run it 
unlimitedly. 
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“Who's watching 
who’s watching? 


Big Brother technology is expanding faster than the 
number of regulations being imposed on the public sector. 
And that’s saying a lot! Not satisfied that we have Big Brother 
watching over our every move, the concerned “watching 
movement” is adding more members of the family to watch. 
Soon we will have “Big Mommie” watching the wash basins 
of America to make sure we wash our hands after taking a 
leak. Many of the readers may have seen the new device 
heralded on the news networks that will monitor 
handwashing activities and sound an alarm should one not 
(gasp!) wash your dirty digits. 

Big Bro, Big Mom and soon, Big Boss. Surf Control, a 
division of JSB Computer Systems Ltd., has announced a 
new access control product that monitors networks, depart- 
ments and even individuals. SurfControl has the ability to 
intercept specific items “which need controlling”. (Their 


words) Simply said, your boss can monitor your computer . 


activity and “allows (the boss) to define lists of hosts which 
can or cannot be used, at at what times.” 


Read all about it at: 
http://www.sufcontrol.com 


And it’s only 99 bucks. What a deal. 
Clinton Signs IRS Browsing Bill 


President Clinton signed the Taxpayer Browsing Pro- 
tection Act of 1997 (Public Law 105-35) into law on August 
5. The new law criminalizes the unauthorized “browsing” of 
taxpayer information by IRS employees. Previously, only the 
disclosure of such records was prohibited. The law unani- 
mously passed the House in April and the Senate on July 
23. 


Under the new law, the potential penalties for IRS em- 
ployees or contractors, and other Federal and State em- 
ployees having access to Federal tax information, is a 
$1,000 fine and one year in jail. Federal employees can 
also be dismissed without going through the usual civil ser- 
vice removal procedures. The new law allows the filing of 
civil suits for the unauthorized viewing of records. Individu- 
als also must be informed if it is found that their records 
have been improperly accessed. 

Demand for changes in the existing law erupted after 
the General Accounting Office revealed that during fiscal 
years 1994 and 1995, there were over 1,500 instances 
where IRS employees were accused of unlawful browsing. 
A third of those cases were closed without action. 

More information on the browsing law is available at: 


http://www.epic.org/privacy/databases/irs/ 


-Electronic Privacy Information Center (EPIC) 
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Freeh Makes It Official: FBI 
Wants Mandatory Key Escrow 


Publicly confirming long-standing internal Bureau policy 
for the first time, FBI Director Louis Freeh told a Senate sub- 


. committee on September 3 that legislation is needed to man- 


date the inclusion of key escrow features in encryption pro- 
grams intended for domestic use. Testifying before the Judi- 
ciary Subcommittee on Terrorism, Technology and Government 
Information, Freeh said: 


What we would recommend from a law enforcement 
point of view is that the legislation contain a provision 
that would require the manufacturers of encryption prod- 
ucts and services, those which will be used in the United 
States or imported into the United States for use, include 
a feature which would allow for the immediate, lawful 
decryption of the communications or the electronic infor- 
mation once that information is found by a judge to be in 
furtherance of a criminal activity or a national security 
matter. 

There are a number of ways that that could be imple- 
mented, but what we believe we need as a minimum is a fea- 
ture implemented and designed by the manufacturers of the 
products and services here that will allow law enforcement to _ 
have an immediate lawful decryption of the communica- 
tions in transit or the stored data. That could be done’in a 
mandatory manner. It could be done in an involuntary man- 
ner. But the key is that we would have the ability, once we have 
the court order in hand, to get that information and get it 
real-time without waiting for what it would take for a 
supercomputer to give us, which is too long for life or safety 
reasons. 

While Administration officials have long denied any in- 
tention to mandate the use of key escrow within the United 
States, declassified documents obtained by EPIC under the 
Freedom of Information Act in August 1995 revealed the 
government's ultimate agenda. In a briefing document titled 
“Encryption: The Threat, Applications and Potential Solutions,” 
and sent to the National Security Council in February 1993, 
the FBI, NSA and DOJ concluded that: 

Technical solutions, such as they are, will only work 
if they are incorporated into *all* encryption products. To en- 
sure that this occurs, legislation mandating the use of Govern- 
ment-approved encryption products or adherence to Govern- 
ment encryption criteria is required. 

Additional information on the declassified material ob- 
tained by EPIC, including images of selected documents, is 
available at: 


http://www.epic.org/crypto/ba n/fbi_dox/ 


Computers and the Internet have opened a new vista 
for ham radio operators. While there is information on virtu- 
ally any ham related topic on the Internet, finding it can be a 
daunting task. Search engines are useful. But for every hun- 
dred Web pages the search engine will find, only a few will 
actually contain the data you are looking for. Wading through 
all these sites can be frustrating and time consuming. On- 
line services like CompuServe allow you to have instant ac- 
cess to the same information you'll find on the Web, but with- 
out the spam and tedious searches. 


CompuServe has an ‘all in one area’ concept. In some 
respects, it may be compared to an old fashioned neighbor- 
hood where you could find a butcher, grocer, banker, and a 
general store in the span of two city blocks. With CompuServe, 
you can run a profile on a stock you’re considering, a credit 
rating before giving your brother-in-law yet another loan, and 
visit a chat room all in one place. The Internet is much more 
fragmented. You have to KNOW how to find information on 
the Internet vs. having information neatly stored for you on 
CompuServe. 


Internet Newsgroups are a source of information for 
hams, as well as a place for round-table discussions. But the 
“free speech” aspect of the newsgroups invites a plethrea of 
unrelated topics and advertising that clutter up the boards. 
You can waste a lot of time wading through these messages 
to follow the discussions which interest you. 
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HAMS on CompuServe 


Nancy Kott (WZ8C), Editor 


CompuServe is divided into “forums”, which are gath- 
ering places for people of similiar interests. Rather than ‘make 
money fast’ posts or other endless spam inundating your 
message box in a newsgroup, the forums are controlled as to 
form and content. This control does not interrupt the natural 
timing of messages as the ‘moderated’ newsgroups do. In 
those cases, you read only what the moderator has decided 
you will see. Forum message rejection is only done for only a 
few specific reasons; all other messages are public. 


The forums all have libraries, which are maintained and 
updated on a regular basis. The downloadable programs are 
all related to that particular forum and are virus free. Large 
files are zipped to reduce the download time. 


The forum for ham radio operators is HamNet and it is 
clearly the best single source of amateur radio information - 
available. Our libraries contain the latest FCC exam ques- 
tions, computer programs to help you learn or improve your 
code, frequencies and modifications for scanning buffs and 
much more. In future articles, |’ll explore what is available to 
hams on CompuServe and help you get the most ‘bang for 
your CompuServe buck!” 


| welcome your comments and questions. Contact me 
at PO Box 47, Hadley MI 48440 or via Email at 
73631.3654 @compuserve.com 
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Benchmarks 
They can make or break a multi-billion dollar 


investment. ‘ 

The ubiquitous processor chip, the brains of a PC, has 
been the focus of a lot of press in the last two years. This de- 
vice, one of many inside your computer is the most identifiable 
feature to a potential computer buyer. A box manufacturer defi- 
nitely wants you to. know that there is “Intel Inside” or AMD or 
Cyrix. The Intel name caries with it the brand respect of years of 
development for the PC architecture. AMD and Cyrix have al- 
ways boasted more bang for the buck. 


My personal philosophy has always leaned toward lower- 
ing costs and buying just what you need. | operate from a lim- 
ited budget and I have lots more toys on my wish list than | have 
dollars to buy them. Most of the Hams that | know seem to 
agree, Buy that cheap computer at the Hamfest and spend the 
rest on the contest rig. 


But, how do you choose where to spend your money. Well, 
prior to the Pentium, the 486 chips all seemed to perform com- 
petitively, as they should. In those days, the architecture was 
licensed from Intel and all of the chips performed tasks in much 
the same way. With the release of the Pentium, Intel patented 
the architecture and refused to share the rights with any com- 
petitors. Not to be shut out of a very lucrative market, the CPU 
cloners developed their own versions of processor with a Socket 
7 compatible interface. 


The competition has been great for consumers offering 
market choice to those who know and lowering the price of the 
Intel chips as they strive to compete for market share. Big name 
vendors, like AST offer whole systems with the AMD part inside 
just to gain a fifty dollar advantage over a competitor. Big retail- 
ers obviously pay attention because these boxes are stacked 
on shelves and seem to fly out the door as fast as they can get 
them. 


How does one evaluate whether to spend the extra bucks 
on the premium part or buy that new HT? Most people rely on 
magazine reviews and reviews rely on benchmarks. But, do 
benchmarks really tell the whole story? Let’s see. 

The first benchmarks ran under DOS and calculated pro- 
cessor performance, disk access time and video speed. The 
Norton Speed Index (or SI) was among the most common. Early 
benchmarks were quick and easy to run and the results were at 
least somewhat useful as long as the limitations of the bench- 
mark were considered. As systems became more complex, 
manufacturers complained that these simple tests did not do 
justice to their designs. In any test, some people do better and 
some do worse. Those who tested poorly would claim that the 
test was flawed. 

With the popularity of the home computer skyrocketing, 
several publishers came out with magazines directed at PC 
users. Computer buyers snapped up them up in droves, not for 
the flowery prose, rather for the computer reviews (and the ads 
in the back). PC magazines made an honest attempt to evalu- 
ate systems based on more than just compute power. The typi- 
cal reader was interested in features, support, software, service 
and real world performance. Eventually, these publishing com- 
panies wrote their own benchmarks and these evaluations form 
the basis for the most reasonable system comparisons. 

Intel has always set the pace for PC performance and 
with the release of the Pentium || processor now running at 300 
MHz, they are still holding that seat of honor. AMD and Cyrix 
have tried to stake a claim for the best but these claims are 
tenuous at best. Cyrix hada real screamer with its 6x86-P200 


part. Cyrix optimized their chips for the PC magazine bench- ° 


marks ignoring less used (and seemingly less important) com- 
ponents like the floating point unit. The 6x86 was priced com- 
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petitively to the Pentium and with the proper thermal manage- 
ment would provide a very high performance solution. AMD 
released the K5 with the same aspirations but they could never 


get the chip speed up to where they could compete on capabil- 


ity so they had to settle for offering a lower price. 


Now, along comes a game called “Quake”. This 3D ren- 
dering implementation of ‘all out war needed to move pixels 
and doit quickly. The Pentium floating point unit was an obvious 
choice. Here were some big 64 bit registers and some custom 
instructions to move them. Unfortunately, the clone processors 
could implement the same instructions but not as quickly. The 
Quake program shipped with a new benchmark program, the 
Timedemo. This program would test the performance against 
the Quake software. The faster the computer, the more frames 
of video were processed in a second and the more smoothly 
the game ran. Pentium chips, for which the software was opti- 
mized performed the best with Cyrix and AMD turning in less 
than adequate performances. 

This last round of PC wars turned out a little different. 
Both AMD (with the K6) and Cyrix (with the 686MX) came out 
with very competitive parts to the Pentium MMX. Intel promptly 
dropped their price on the Pentium MMxX chips to match their 
competition. However, AMD took a new approach. Recogniz- 
ing that the floating point unit would be an important part of 
future computing, the K6 did a much better job with the math. 
Cyrix continued with their previously successful strategy of op- 
timizing for conventional performance and judging their chips 
with the publisher's benchmarks. The floating point unit was 
only marginally better than the original 6x86 and not even close 
to current vintage of Pentium. 

As one would expect, the AMD part demonstrated a bet- 
ter floating point and the Cyrix did not. Add to this a less ca- 
pable implementation of MMX and the Cyrix came out last in 
many reviewer's evaluations in spite of the fact the they did the 
best with the publisher's benchmarks. 

The Quake Timedemo may or may not be a valid demon- 
stration of computer capability but with its availability on the World 
Wide Web, it has become a test of floating point capability. This 
and other floating point evaluations have demonstrated the flaw 
in-designing for the application performance. The 686MX per- 
forms very well against the other processors of their generation 
but Intel and AMD have the market share. The perception of a 
benchmark however accurate it may be, is partly to blame. 


73’s Steve 


The World's largest Ham Dealer is - 
located right here in Florida! 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY° 


ORLANDO: 621 Commonwealth Avenue 
tel; 407- 894-3238 © toll free: 1-800-327-1917 
fax; 407-894-7553 © e-mail: orlando @aesham.com 
Exports — se habla Expatiol 407-898-1166 


Service to Radio Amateurs for over 40 years! 


Dealer for... 
ALINCO * AZDEN © [COM ® KENWOOD © SGC * STANDARD ¢ YAESU 
...and other major Ham Equipment, Antennas & Accessories, 
Other Idcations... 
MILWAUKEE, WI * WICKLIFFE, OH * LAS VEGAS. NN 
1-800-558-0411 1800-32) - 3504 1-800-034-6227 


Windows for 
Weenies 


Squiggles? 

"While rummaging through the zillions of files on your 
system, did you ever come upon files that started out with a 
little squiggle (~)? If you have been puzzled by what they are 
and where they came from, puzzle no more. They are tempo- 
rary files and serve no useful function on your system. 


In the course normal operation of the computer, it cre- 
ates assorted temporary files for use known only to the com- 
puter. Yours is not the reason to ask why! Hee hee. But some- 
times | do. Anyway, back to the subject, temporary files ap- 
pear, however mysteriously and if not challenged, they accu- 
mulate and take up space. Theoretically, the temporary files 
are deleted when one shuts down the computer. That “ain’t” 
necessarily true. Every once in awhile, one has to weed the 
garden. 

For instance, if you run scan disk and it finds errors on 
the disk, you can opt to save them to view and perhaps see 
what created the problem in the first place. Scandisk auto- 
matically assigns a file name like (file7942) which is basi- 
cally a temporary file to be deleted unless you plan on per- 
forming some sort of miracle on it. Other temporary files take 
on the appearance of coded financial information 
($PM6590453). To the uninitiated temporary file watcher, tem- 
porary files are not always obvious since systems are often 
setup NOT TO SHOW the TMP extension i.e. filename.tmp. 
This is fixed by activating your windows explorer and clicking 
on VIEW. Go down to OPTIONS and Click on it. Click on the 
tab FILE TYPES then scroll down until you see TMP files. 
When you click on TMP file, it will open the EDIT FILE TYPE 
window where at the bottom of the panel you can add a 
checkmark to “Always show extension”. OK your way out of 
the options and now you will find that legitimate temporary 
files have [.tmp] after the file name thus alleviating any doubt 
you may have had. Matter of fact, if there are particular files 
that you have a compelling interest in showing their exten- 
sion, you repeat the drill, finding the type file that has cap- 
tured your fancy. 

The temporary files are not necessarily in the TMP or 
Temp directory either. A quick way to assemble them is to go 
to START>FIND>Files or Folders and enter [*.tmp] to find 
the files on the drive of your choice (usually C) and it will 
probably present you with a huge list. Sort the files by date 
(click on the date bar at the top) and delete (or cut) all the 
temporary files with a date other than the current day’s date. 


Weird Keyboards 


If you are the proud owner of one of those anachronis- 
tic ... or is it ergonomic? ...sort of kidney shaped keyboards 
that guarantee you a pair healthy wrists, the keyboard has 
an extra key {marked with the Windows symbol that you're 
sick of seeing every time you boot up) that actually has use- 
ful functions. 

Hit it once and it’s the same as clicking on the start 
button. Hold it down and hit “E” and it will open the Windows 
Explorer. Hold it down and hit “F” and it opens the Find dialog 
box. Hold it down and hit “F1” and it opens the help menu. 
Hold it down and hit “M” and you can minimize all open win- 
dows. To reverse the procedure, combine “Shift, Windows 
buttons and M. Hit the windows button and “R” to open the 
Run dialog box 

If you desire to tab through your taskbar buttons, hold 
down the Windows button and hit tab. Hold down the Win- 
dows button and hit the Pause/Break button and you'll bring 
up the System Properties panel. 


Tids N Bits 


Some US PC Makers Are Toast - Study ; 
The PC industry in the US is going through a “rare cy- 
Clical transformation that will change the competitive land- 
scape in the PC industry,” a new study from Dataquest said. 
Because of the emergence of Dell-style just-in-time computer 
manufacturing and other distribution model strategies, some 
PC vendors will be eliminated from the marketplace, 
Dataquest also said. 
WebTV To Upgrade Service 
News reports say Microsoft subsidiary WebTV is ready- 
ing a major upgrade of its Internet service that’s brought to 
customers via a television and set-top box. But the upgrade 
will consist of an entirely new box with a built-in TV tuner so 
that people can surf the Web and channel surf at the same 
time, the New York Times reported. 


BarnesandNoble.com, Infospace, Excite Join Forces 


Barnes and Noble said it inked a multi-year agreement 
with Infospace, where content from BarnesandNoble.com will 
be integrated throughout the Infospace site, officials said. In 
addition, Barnes and Noble and excite signed a pact for the 
bookseller to hawk its wares on Excite’s Webcrawler Web 
site. 

Intel Manipulates Video And Photo Images 


Intel said it is introducing a hardware/software combi- 
nation package called “Create and Share Camera Pack,” that 
will let consumers edit video images and photographs directly 
on their computers. that will let cons 


Kodak’s Digital Camera Announcement 


Speaking of photos, Kodak said it will announce a new 
digital camera that reportedly produces “photo-realistic” 5 by 
7 pictures, along with new photo image manipulation soft- 
ware and paper to print it all out on. 

Motorola To Take Hit In The Bottom Line = 


A decision to stop making Macintosh clones, combine 
with weak pager sales in the US and China will spell weaker 
earnings for the electronics powerhouse, officials said. 
Motorola said it would come in “significantly below” $0.60 
earnings per share estimates in its third quarter. 

Serial Killer Web Site To Come Down Off Of America 
Online 


After a public outcry and a threatened boycott, America 
Online said it will take down a member Web site that “cel- 
ebrates’” serial killers. The site in question had published writ- 
ings and drawings from serial killers. 

Missing Kids And Adult Web Sites - Like Oil And 
Vinegar? 

A National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
policy is creating a stir among some adult Web site opera- 
tors. The Center recently started a rotating banner campaign 
containing photos of missing children. Some adult Web site 
owners started carrying the banners to, as they claim, help 
out the Center. But the Center requested those sites to take 
down the banners, which is raising the ire of those Web mas- 
ters. 


Diverse Opinions On Compuserve/America Online 
Deal 


Does working at the same news agency produce 
groupthink? Judging by two editorials by Newsbytes staffers 
regarding the recent AOL/ /Compuserve/WorldNet deal, we 
think not. Read the two different opinions at http:// 
www.newsbytes.com/news/97/99829.html and http:// 
www.newsbytes.com/news/97/99845.html . 
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MORSE on the Internet? 


At eee tp ean grp. conv fists / 


Destinations { Net sea | People | Software | 


00012 Sept 12 to 23592 Sept 4 


Whatis FISTS and What are our AIMS? 
eel i. oft uy oe ose and uae 


ae Ott Fe Basi asic (Centur, Lala Century, and Worked All State 


Hea Tia T? 
‘http: HnSnvy. qrp.com/~fists/awards. html 


SKIP Magazine received a request from one of its read- 
ers to provide information on Morse Code help on the Internet. 
One of the premier sites for CW aficionados is The FISTS 
Club - The International Morse Preservation Society. FISTS 
is a well established and recognized CW organization in the 
world of amateur radio. It was founded in 1987 by Geo 
Longden, G3ZQS and has over 2000 members and growing. 


FISTS strives to further the use of CW on the amateur 
bands, provides encouragement to newcomers to the CW 
mode and engenders friendship within the membership. 


The FISTS site provides a wealth of information about 

the organization with links to “everywhere”. Wanna get the 
skinny On raising an antenna using a kite? You'll find the in- 
formation on the FISTS site. For the gentleman who was look- 
ing for help, perhaps he could find it following the link to the 
Texas A&M Amateur Radio Club’s automated exam genera- 
tor page or finding the AA9PW Amateur Radio Exam Prac- 
tice Page. There are links to a compelling pictorial and his- 
torical review of the history of the telegraph key and if you 
are a collector - link your way to resources for key collectors 
and historians. 


Anyone who has an interest in telegraphy should visit 
the FISTS site at: 


http://n9nvv.qrp.com/~fists/ 
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STITT A DMA 
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GRAND FINALE 
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SYSTEM 
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ow JNICATIONS EQUIPMENT 
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HICH WILL OPERATE Wit THING REASE 0 bee {ENCY RELIABILETY AND) 
EMPRGTIVENE 
CAS TOUARD TELE ROMMIUNICATION GPEGIALISES WE BID FO 23 
WHAT HATH GOD WROUGHT 
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wie HIS TS Vv CLUE RE WOLTER Soham Twnc TT toe 


The last cw Bobeiiston for the Chesapeake Bay's NUN 
can be viewed at the FISTS web site. 


Slow Scan Television and 


Weather Satellites 


Sometimes when you sit down to write a column you 
have absolutely no idea what’s going to come out. A memory 
or a sound can start you thinking and before you know 
it....voila!....a column. The phrase,’what’s going to come out” 
reminds me aan old story about Frank Sinatra. He 
said,’Sometime, when I’m real old, I’m going to open my mouth 
to sing and dust will come out!” 

For the “WEATHER WATCHERS’ I'dlike to tell you about 
a fairly new piece of software called WINWEATHER. It can 
only be used if you have a server. They’re a million of em out 
there. | happen to use AT&T’s Worldnet. Anyhow, this pro- 
gram uses the Internet as its Source of information. 

WINWEATHER is a shareware program that brings 
hourly weather reports and forecasts, satellite images (and 
weather cams) and ski reports to your PC. No need to book- 
mark all those long strange addresses. 

Major features are: Hourly weather reports and fore- 
casts Latest satellite images Weather Cams-Real time im- 
ages of scenery and weather around the country Ski reports 
Earthquake reports. Long range forecasts. Marine forecasts. 
Ultra-Violet light forecast. Hurricane Advisories. Severe 
weather reports. Tracking an unlimited list of your personal- 
ized cities. Viewing entire states or world region conditions. 
Sound alerts! based on weather conditions. Saving images 
to disk. 

| have been using this software for a few months now, 
and | find nothing to equal it. The US 
and foreign weather cams are wonder- 
ful and in color. Download at 
http:www.igsnet.com. This program isa 
real must for those interested in weather. 
_ABEGINNERS GUIDE TO 

WEATHER SATELLITE RECEPTION |} 

Taking the liberty of borrowing} § 
some of the text from the RIG group in 
Britain which condenses a ton of infor- 
mation into a few paragraphs, | will at- 
tempt to give you some background on}} 
what weather satellites are and how to] 
receive them. Reception of “Polar Orbit- 
ing Satellites” is the easiest way to be-|§ 
gin. All you need is an antenna at roof] § 


Fred Sharp, W8ASF 


mounted. pre-amp is a must so that you can increase the 
signal to noise ratio and receive horizon to horizon passes. 
Connecting cables should be 50 ohm coax of good quality 
using only BNC or N connectors, 

The receiver should have an IF bandwidth of around 
50kHz. You can use a commercial scanner that will cover 
from at least 137 MHZ to 137.85 MHZ. The frequencies for 
all orbiters, both Russian and American are 137.3, 137.4, 
137.5, 137.62 and 137.85 MHZ. My receiver is a standard 
Kenwood R-2000. | removed the narrow band FM filter and 
replaced it with a .01 cap which gave me approximately 50 
KHZ bandwidth. Some manufacturers make small PC board 
receivers with a large bandwidth. 

THE DISPLAY EQUIPMENT 


The most common means of displaying these pictures 
is using an IBM PC anda software program. The most popu- 


AMATEUR TELEVISION 


Web site: www.hamtv.com 


Low Cost Start 


Model TVC-4G_ 
ATV Downconverter 


Made in USA tunes 420-450 MHz to ch 3 


Wired and tested boards start at $49 Onl 
for those that want topackage their own y $ 9 


and wetra well), conheoted to inabIa SSE THE SPACE SHUTTLE VIDEO 


TVC-9G 900 MHz $99 
TVC-12G 1200 MHz $109 


receiver which is connected to a PC run-| Many ATV repeaters and individuals are re-transmitting 
ning a satellite software package. The|Space Shuttle Video & Audio from their TVRO’s tuned 
operational NOAA satellites will provide|to GE-2 (85W) transponder 9 vertical. Others may be 
a minimum of four images in your part/re-transmitting weather radar during significant storms i 
Bice math in cencnroncee eee or home camcorder video. If it is being done in your I 
this will be true wherever you live. area on 420 MHz - check page 577 in the 97-98 ARRL Companion TX70-1b 
Passes are approximately 12 minutes| Repeater Directory or call us, ATV repeaters are 1 BWatt ATV 
long from horizon to horizon. springing up all over - all you need is the TVC-4G ATV TRANSMITTER 
First you'll need an antenna. The| 420-450 MHz downconverter, TV set to ch 2, 3 or 4, and onl 

signal is quite strong so the antenna can| 70cm antenna (you can use your 435 Oscar beam). We Buy both, for $359 
be mounted pointing straight up in the| also have equipment for the 902-928 & 1240-1300 MHz and save $29 
Sky. No need to have a “tracking” mount./bands. In fact we are your one stop for all your ATV _ Full color & sound 
The most acceptable beginners antennal needs and info - antennas, amps, transmitters, etc. Plug in your camcorder, 


is a Turnstile consisting of two horizon- 
tal half wave dipoles mounted about a Hams, call for our complete 10 page ATV eer SrreMITCS Akh Vde @ 1A 


half wave above each other on a short MRGZN MBE (10) RADY An lS EL Ue rec ao 
Email: tomsmb@aol.com 


vertical mast. | built my first out of fj Jat emmy ll stems ={e)\| (ens 4 fir FAX (626) 447-0489 


SU A det AMO 2522 S. PAXSON Lane ARCADIA CA 91007 
building later. The use of an antenna ; Ieee etyann (WEG SS) 
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lar software is shareware called JVFAX, written in Germany, 
it is a complete program that will permit you to false color 
pictures, save pictures to disk so that you can computer en- 
hance them and also permit you to retransmit satellite pic- 
tures. The program also transmits and receives COLOR 
SSTV. There are other programs, but JVFAX is the most popu- 
lar, world over. 


This brief overview, | believe should whet your appetite 
for seeing live pictures from satellites. A thrill likened only to 
working your first DX. 

POLAR ORBITER SATELLITES 


There are basically two types of weather satellites, the 
Polar Orbiter and the Geostationary or Geosynchronous. As 
the name suggests, polar orbiting satellites follow an orbit 
which passes over the north and south poles. The orbit can 
be nearly sun synchronous, taking about 100 minutes to circle 
the globe, so that the satellites pass over any point on the 
earth at approximately the same time every day. The satel- 
lites altitude is approximately 800 km (500 miles). The image 
is transmitted in a format similar to Slow Scan Television. 
Scanning is horizontal (E-W) so that the picture is received 
in a continuous (N-S) strip as long as the satellite is within 
range. The format is called APT (automatic picture transmis- 
sion). Another channel on these APT orbiters is the HRPT 
(High Resolution Picture Transmission) transmitted on a sepa- 
rate frequency in the microwave range. An HRPT picture 
from an APT satellite is called a VISSR image. 

GEOSTATIONARY SATELLITES 


A geostationary orbit is in the plane of the equator with 
a period of 24 hours;thus when viewed from anywhere on 
earth the satellite appears stationary,as with broadcast tele- 
vision satellites. The resulting altitude is about 23000 miles. 
There are several satellites spaced around the world. The 
series covering Europe is Meteosat 5. The ones covering 
North and South America are GOES 8 and 
Goes 9. There is also one covering Aus- ii 
tralia, New Zealand, Japan and that wholef' 
area and GOMS, the Russian satellite cov-[™% 
ering Russia and that part of the world. 
Once again, it’s only necessary to point a 
fixed dish to that area. Radio transmissions 
and pictures from these satellites is around 
1.7 GHz. All of this type of satellite sends 
a square image called WEFAX. Satellite 
pictures, both Visual and Infra Red are sent 
to earth where they are gridded and then 
retransmitted to the satellite for re-trans- 
mission to earth via the same satellite. 
Geostationary satellites also transmit 
printed weather data, polar pictures. This} 
is in the APT mode. They are also trans- 
mitted in the lower microwave frequencies 
in the HRPT mode. 


CURRENT SATELLITE STATUS 
POLAR ORBITING SATELLITES 


SATELLITE NATIONALITY FREQUENCY 
NOAA 12 USA 137.5MHz 
NOAA 14 USA 137.62MHz 
Meteor 2-21 RUSSIA 137.85MHz 
Meteor 3-5 RUSSIA 137.85MHz 
Okean 4 RUSSIA 137.4MHz 
Sich-1 RUSSIA 137.4MHz 


| guess about the best way to start is to get a satellite 
tracking program. There are many satellite tracking programs. 
Just search the net for satellite tracking. | believe AMSAT 
sells Instantrack, which | use. | think that’s the way | got started. 
When you see a graphic display of a satellite passing over 
your head, you say to yourself,now | have to get the equip- 
ment to actually see pictures from the satellite” In future col- 
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umns | will be more specific about equipment to use for 
weather Satellite watching. 


COME ON SUNSPOTS!! AND BETTER SSTV 


| got my amateur radio license in 1946. In that year the 
sunspots were at the height of their activity, | remember 
punching a pinhole in a 9x12 piece of cardboard and show- 
ing the sun’s image on the wall. You could actually see sun- 
spots crawl. It hasn’t been like that for many years and when 
it does happen, you'll hear the whole world bristling with SSTV, 
not to mention hearing both sides of a conversation on 10,15 
and 20. It’s really something to wait for. 

THE SSTV SCENE 


Pasokon TV Version 3.1 is about the latest thing new in 
SSTV. 

Those who have the MFJ-1278, | suggest you contact 
MFJ regarding using it with the most modern SSTV programs. 

The most complete list of SSTV software programs and 
most all other SSTV related programs can be found on the 
Internet at http://ultranet.com/~sstv/whatsnew.html. This is 
the SSTV homepage and includes the latest news as well as 
software. | found many (about 100!) additional fonts to be 
used with the HIRES program there as well as additional trans- 
parencies to be used with HIRES. 

Data on Martin Ver 4.6 EPROM and the new High Qual- 
ity mode. 

| just received my copy of a most interesting book, “The 
‘97 SSTVer Callbook” published by JASTA The Japan Ama- 
teur SSTV Association. It provides you with a listing of the 
most active SSTVers in the World along with their addresses, 
call letters and Email addresses. For more information con- 
tact their website at http://www.ask.or.jp/~jasta/callbook/ 
english/index.html. A lot of address, but the site offers a lot. 
Next....2:.. Fred W8ASF 


HRPT picture of 
Florida, received here in Sarasota 
by Dr. Stephen Padar. 


-CyberHam readers 


| receiv 
registr - don’t forget to 
send it in to start your regular sub- 
scription to SKIP/CyberHam Maga- 
zine. 
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Shareware Reviews 


Ronnie Cohen, KF4GHG | 


Clean System & Rosenthal’s Uninstall 


Yesterday | wasted over half a day 
trying to uninstall a program and return 
my system to its’ original configuration. 
| bought a new monitor and tried to in- 
stall the Window drivers. The monitor's 
drivers disk placed several files in dif- 
ferent subdirectories and made un- 
known changes to my system’s configu- 
ration files. It took three tries to get the 
correct drivers installed. In the interim 
my system was running out of hard drive 
space and memory. 

After several hours of searches 
on the web and through my stack of CD- 
Roms, | found two programs to free disk 
space and to uninstall undesirable files. 


Stoway’s Clean System scans your hard - 


drive for unused Dynamic-Link Librar- 
ies (..DLL) files. The program refer- 
ences executable files to .DLLs in the 
Window's System subdirectory. Unused 
.DLL files are. moved to a temporary 
subdirectory for future deletion. | will 
leave these files there for several 
months until | am sure they are not 
needed. By getting rid of the unused 
DLL files it will save drive space and 
improve system’s performance. 


Clean System operates on any 
system with Windows 3.1. The author 
recommends that only experienced us- 
ers use the program, but | think ad- 
vanced beginners will not have too 
much problems handling Clean System. 
As long as they do not erase the un- 
used .DLL files, there is nothing to worry 
about. Clean Systems is Freeware and 
may be used without registration. 


Rosenthal’s Uninstall is the sec- 
ond utility that | found. It is a must for 
anyone who likes to play with different 
software programs. The program oper- 
ates in Windows or DOS, and will run 
on almost any IBM compatible system. 
Uninstall removes unwanted files from 
a hard drive and can return the system’s 
configuration. 


Before installing any program to 
a hard drive run Uninstall. It scans the 
hard drive and makes an image file in a 
matter of minutes. After the image is 
created, install the new. software. If the 
software stays on the hard drive update 
Uninstall’s image file, otherwise run 
uninstall to remove the program and 
return the system to normal. 

Uninstall is shareware and well 
worth the $35.00 registration fee. Reg- 
istered users receive the latest version 
of Uninstall, free upgrades and a free 


12 


bonus utility “Rosenthal History (tm).” In 
addition, they receive several 
shareware programs from Rosenthal 
Engineering. |’ve already registered my 
copy of Uninstall and | am sure you will 
too. . 


NIS 12 
DELETED G NAMNTEMPN\IS13. TMP 


Rosentha 1: Un Insta I I ¢ tm) 


For more information about Clean 
System, Rosenthal’s Uninstall or for a 
FREE disk catalog and coupon, please 
contact Mom ‘N’ Pop’s Software <ASP3>, 
P.O. Box 15003-HD, Spring Hill, FL. 
34609, (352) 688-9108... email: 
momnpop @ gate.net 


One moment please. 


S/N #48-38978 === 


isplay 
A ~ Restoration data, or <ALT> A for current C!\NAUTOEXEC. BAT file 

C ~ Restoration data, or <ALT> C for current C:\CONFIG.SYS file 

S - Restoration data, or <ALT> S for current C:\WINDOWS\SYSTEM. INI file 
W- Restoration data, or <ALT> WU for current C:\YINDOWS\WIN. INI file 


Select an option. 


D — Diary C:\UNINSTAL.HST 


H — History 


=NRE_HIST.DAT 


= C: NUN INSTAL HST 


| C:\UN_DUP DAT 
CiNAUTOEXEC . THP 
C:NYYNUUICIN §.Z1P 
CiN¥YNUUSPLIT EXE 
CiNYYNUUJOIN. EXE (11419794 
C:\¥YNZOOMDEMO.ZIP 84704794 
C:\STUDIOGNINSTALL .EXE 12/84/95 
€:\STUDIO6\EURORDER . TX_ 12712795 
Ci NSTUDI06\ (0 HL. 12712795 
\SUB21 12712795 
C:\STUDIOG\TOOLBZ11 .DL_12712/95 
C!NSTUDIOG\HELLO.TXT 12704795 
C:\STUDIOGNINSTALL. INI 12712795 
C:\STUDIOGN\BILL.CA_ 1271295 
Cc: edi ogg teciaae CA. = 12712795 
: 12712795 
712712795 
12712795 


88718796 
68/18/96 
11/22/94 
11721794 


12712795 26 
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Solar flux levels continue creep- 
ing upward this month as the new solar 
cycle begins. Let’s take a look at an 
excellent Internet resource to help the 
average ham predict better propagation 
conditions in coming months. One of my 
favorites sites to visit is the Solar Ter- 
restrial Activity Report at: http:// 
www.dxlc.com/solar/The first thing you 
will see is a nice graphic chart showing 
the most recent solar flux and sunspot 
numbers. The colorful chart will give you 
a very good picture of the solar trend in 
progress. The latest chart shows how 
the solar flux numbers jumped up to as 
high as 120 in early September, and 
then trended back down into the nine- 
ties. Solar flux in the 100s is considered 
a good place to begin for worldwide 
propagation. So we are all hoping for 
numbers above 100 solar flux readings. 
Another interesting chart found on the 
pages is one of Solar Cycles 22-23, 
showing graphically how the approxi- 
mate 11 -year cycle looks. The chart 
begins in September of 1986 and shows 
how the sunspot numbers increased 
steadily to a peak about 1990 and then 
began its descent until last fall. During 
an interval from September to October 
1996 sunspots were absent from the 
visible solar disk for 36 days, the long- 
est such period since 1944. This pre- 


UNCONFIRMED 
RUMOR 


The announced delay of Win- 
dows98 has provoked much specula- 
tion as to the reasons. One the funniest 
reasons cited was by CINET who said: 


“Not enough disk space on 
CD-ROMs—need to wait for DVD 
technology” 


Amateur Extra class 
certificate 


discontinued 


The Amateur Extra class certifi- 
cate that has been available through the 
ARRL Awards Branch has been _ dis- 
continued. However, some stock re- 
mains, and applications will be ac- 
cepted while blank certificates last. 
Send a copy of your Amateur Extra li- 
cense and a check for $5 to ARRL 
Awards, 225 Main St, Newington, CT 
06111.—Chuck Hutchinson, K8CH 
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sumably indicates the beginning point 
of the next solar cycle, bringing us hams 
better propagation condition in the com- 
ing months and years. Another refer- 
ence site is the Radio Netherlands’ So- 
lar Guide at: http://www.rnw.nl/en/pub/ 
solargui.html which explains the hourly 
WWYV bulletins and the terms found in 
their activity reports. Another place 
worth looking is the NOAA Primer on 
the Space Environment describing the 
sun and various solar phenomena at: 
http://www.sec.noaa.gov/primer/ 
primer.html Want to see a coronal mass 
ejection? No that’s not some sexually 
oriented website, but NASA’ s movie of 
the last observed sunspot activity at: 
ftp://lasco6.nascom.nasa.gov/pub/ 
lasco/lastimage/mpg/current_c3.gif All 
of these links can be found on the DX 
News website, published by the DX- 
Listeners’ Club in Norway. Their home 
page is: http://www.dxlc.com where you 


NOW with 


B & W QuickCam* Interface! 
View "LIVE" images, capture, and send. 


Color Slow Scan 
Television 


with the 


Sound Blaster v.. 
Use your Sound Blaster to SEND and RECEIVE 


COLOR SLOW SCAN TV 


Now you can send and receive COLOR Slow Scan TV with your Sound Blaster. 
This is a very inexpensive way to get into Slow Scan TV. This program will send 
and receive all the popular mades used today! Join those that you hear every 
weekend on 14,230 Mhz with the many pictures being sent back and forth, 


Pictures can be saved in .PCX format for later viewing. Help is built into the pro- 


gram for casy use. Some additional features arc: 


Zoom to full screen 

Adds your callsign ta the pictures that you send vi SA 
Color Snooper 

Auto frequency tracking to +/- 150 Hz MasterCard 
Built in slide show for PCX images AM EX 


And NOW - B&W QuickCam interface 


36 & 72 ROBOT, SCOTTIE 1 & 2, MARTIN 1 & 2 


BLAGK & WIRITIT MODES 
8, 12, 24, 36 second ROBOT 


Requires PC computer (386 or faster) with DOS 3.3 or higher, 


can find DX reports in English and Nor- 
wegian for you bilingual hams. 

For those who would like to have 
all the previously mentioned Internet 
addresses in past articles, | have placed 
clickable hyperlinks on my web pages 
on Southwest Florida Online. You can 
find them all by goirg to: 

http://members.aol.com/ 
browne/cyberham.html 

You will find links to each web site 
or program to download as mentioned 
in any Internet article I’ve written. 

Send your comments, and your 
Internet tips and favorite ham web sites 
to me by e-mail to: 

KQ4YM @ix.netcom.com 

Don Brown, KQ4YM is a Florida 


ham and edits the Southwest Florida 
Online website at: 


http://members.aol.com/ 
browne 


“QuickCam Is a product of 
Connectix Corp 


Easy 3D SSTY mm 
Now you can use Blaster SSTV with the QuickCam camera 
to produce your own 3D pictures for SSTY. Just start the 
camera, aim for the left eye picture, press the space bar, 
slide the camera 2 1/2” to the nght for the nght eye picture. 
and press the space bar again. Blaster SSTV will then pro- 


tefl image 


640K memory with hard drive. VGA monitor (capable of 640x480 - | duce the RED/BLUE 3D image for you. It’s so easy! 


256 colors), and a Sound Blaster compatible card. 


Shipping $5.00 USA & Canede - $10 elsewhere 
Ulinois Residents add $6.25 tex 


COLOR SSTV 


$99.95 


Harlan Technologies 
5931 Alma Or, - Rockford, Wlineis 61108 
ORDERS ONLY 1-800-557-9969 


(815) 398-2683 - volee (81S) 398-2688 - fax 


———— 
Also NEW - Now you can adjust for the inaccuracy of the 
Sound Card. This allows better transmit and receive with 
all the vanous types of Sound Cards that are available 


Start Today 
SSTV IS FUN! 


CALL NOW 


email - gharlon@crie.com 


(Upgrades $15.00 plus shipping) 


THE FAR REACH OF MARS...Johnny Williams, 
AFA2XZ, of Ocala, FL, one of our most active phone patch 
operators, reports that the networks have been pretty busy 
lately. Propagation has been mostly good, and he and others 
have helped with many calls. Recently Johnny assisted with 
a humanitarian effort which was very successful. A soldier 
had donated much-needed bone marrow to a patient in a 
Maryland hospital, and shortly thereafter was deployed to a 
remote location. The patient had a relapse, and needing the 
hard-to-find type marrow, was desperate. The hospital ad- 
ministrator called the donor soldier's HQ and was told that it 
was impossible to get to him quickly due to limited tactical/ 
admin communications availability where he was located. The 
HQ personnel then contacted the AF MARS phone-patch sta- 
tions, seeking help in getting a message to the soldier ASAP. 
Johnny states that he quickly got through to the soldier's re- 
motely located unit, but found that he was on patrol, away 
from long-range radio, and would not be back for some time. 
A message was left concerning the events, and a schedule 
was made to have the soldier available on the radio in the 
next day’s propagation window in order for him to contact the 
hospital. However, the next day, Johnny found that the sol- 
dier had received the information he sent during the night 
and had contacted the Maryland hospital admininstrator, 
made arrangements, and was enroute at that time to give the 
ailing patient more marrow. Johnny believes the timely man- 
ner in getting the information out to the soldier via AF MARS 
circuits made the difference in possibly saving the patient’s 
life - it is doubtful that the message could have gotten to him 
in time using the unit’s tactical radio system. We applaud 
Johnny and all the other teams that expedited this matter. 
Their experience and dedication to duty has again shown 
the importance of our service, and is a very good example 
of the importance of HF radio, MARS, and the training it can 
provide for members to be an asset in times of emergency. 
NCS ADDITIONS...We are noticing an influx of new net con- 
trol stations recently. AFF2N, Larry, has been training sev- 
eral, and they are doing a superb job. Thanks to the following 
for their enthusiasm in becoming NCSs: AFA2GY, Darrell, 
Auburndale, FL, AFF2E, Gerald, Richburg, NC, AFA2GO, Jim, 
Jacksonville, FL, AFA2UH, Robbins, NC, and AFF2AL, Phil, 
Montgomery, AL. 

MEMBER ROSTER...The region roster has been 
under revision recently, and is not in publication at this time. 
It will be some time before the additions and deletions can 
be finalized and a new roster issued. The roster has been 
removed from the region 2 website for the time being. 


QUARTERLY REPORT...The latest R2 quarterly re- 
port has been published. Although some participation time 
may be short, the report is as follows: 2S1-7991 hrs; AHF - 
1363 hrs; VHF - 2398 hrs; FYM - 249 hrs; BST - 1627 hrs; 
MTS - 219 hrs; TVC - 271 hrs; ADM - 3012 hrs; total - 30,757 
hours. A very good report! As usual, this shows that most 
affiliates are loyal and check into the traffic nets frequently. 
There are, however, fewer members checking into the ECOM 
nets in some regions. Although the affiliates that do check in 
offer a fairly wide area of coverage for AF MARS, we need 
more stations to participate in order to “sell” our services to 
the agencies that use our assets. If you have not checked 
into any ECOM nets recently, do so, if possible. Future nets 
will be announced in advance via bulletins and MARS broad- 
casts, etc. Please participate as often as youcan. EMER- 
GENCY PLANNING...Are we being spared a deadly tropical 
storm and hurricane season? Will the effects of the 1996-97 
El Nino weather reduce the Carribean storm season, and 
then heap more misery on us? Scientists are Predicting it will 
~ be one of the worst or even worse than 1983. If you recall, El 
Niflo (meaning “The Little One” in Spanish for its tendency to 
arrive around Christmas) is a disruption of the ocean-atmo- 
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sphere system in the tropical Pacific, having important con- 
sequences for weather around the globe. One of the conse- - 
quences affecting our area (AF MARS region 2) is increased 
rainfall across the southern tier of the US, which has caused 
destructive flooding. It is noted that a decrease in tropical 
storms in past times is attributed to a large El Nifio develop- 
ing. The 1982-1983 El Nifio was the worst ever. It was the 
Strongest and most devastating of the century, perhaps the 
worst in recorded history. The trade winds not only collapsed— 
they reversed. The countries of Australia, Africa, Indonesia, 
and others suffered droughts, dust storms, and brush fires. 
Peru had the heaviest rainfall in it’s history - 11 feet. Six inches 
was the usual amount. Some rivers carried 1,000 times their 
normal flow.There were between 1,300 and 2,000 deaths, 
more than $13 billion in damage, and also secondary prob- 
lems: encephalitis outbreaks on the east coast of the U.S. 
attributed to a warm, wet spring - perfect for mosquitoes; in- 
creased snake bites in Montana as the hot, dry weather drove 
mice from high elevations downward in search of food and 
water and the rattlesnakes followed; a rise in bubonic plague - 
in New Mexico, with a cool, wet spring providing favorable 
conditions for flea-ridden rodents; an increase in shark at- 
tacks off the Oregon coast, due to unseasonably warm sea 
temperatures; and a rash of spine injuries in California, as 
weather-altered coastal sea floors fooled surfers. Perhaps 
the most striking effect of the 1982-1983 El Nino was recorded 
by scientists in Cambridge,Mass, who found that the angular 
momentum of Earth shifted slightly as a result of changes in 
the normal pattern of the jet stream and trade winds. In late 
January, at El Nifio’s peak, the day length stretched by 0.2 
milliseconds, (Ftom FEMA News Article, 1996). 


EARTHQUAKE NEWS...The latest recorded earth- 
quakes in the central/south U.S. are as follows: 97/04/10 (2.8) 
Grayville, IL; 97/05/03 (2.6) Marine, IL; 97/06/14 (1.7) Thebes, 
IL; 97/06/26 (2.1) Tiff, MO; 97/06/26 (2.8) Henderson Mound, 
MO; 97/07/19 (2.5) Richwoods, MO. The preceding are in the 
New Madrid Fault Area. A small earthquake occurred in north- 
eastern Alabama (Jackson County) on August 20 about 8 
miles southeast of Scottsboro. The magnitude for this earth- 
quake was 2.3. Also, small earthquakes occurred in south- 
eastern Kentucky (Harlan County) 8 miles scuth of 
Cumberland, near the Kentucky - Virginia border on August 
13 at 5:49 p.m. EDT and in southeastern Tennessee (Brad- 
ley County) on August 11 at 9:02 p.m. EDT, epicenter 8 miles 
SE of Cleveland, TN. (Thanks to Nina Stone, WB4CHH, CERI, 
Memphis) TECHNICAL... At the Lynchburg conference, Bix 
Bixby, AFF2M touched on a really interesting topic, NVIS 
antennas. Back when | drew a paycheck from the Military 
Department of Tennessee, | installed and used this type of 
antenna and can assure you it works, as Strange as it may 
seem in the following paragraphs: 

NVIS ANTENNAS... There is a little known and dis- 
cussed means of military communications in high frequency 
radio propagation. It’s not new, but very few use or under- 
stand it. NVIS - Near Vertical Incident Skywave - means forc- 
ing radio signals to travel almost Straight up to either the E or 
F layer and back down, and achieve radio coverage in a ra- 
dius of 300 miles or so (not distant areas, as you would ex- 
pect) giving complete coverage on frequencies between 2 
and 12 Megahertz. Why use it? Because it is dependable 
‘local area’ hf communications needed for public service com- 
munications! In local emergency communications DX is not 
usually desired. With NVIS you can communicate in a 300 
mile circle if you do not need long-range communications 
and relay stations. VHF-FM radios and repeaters have their - 
range limitations and only a small amount of available fre- 
quencies (but usable over a wide area if linked). Good mo- 
bile HF communications have not been popular since VHF 
came along, due to balky antenna requirements for both base 
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and mobile applications (i.e. dipoles, 1/4 to 1/2 wave high in 
the air, and long whip antennas on vehicles). They also tend 
_to propagate for longer distances than needed by some Ecom 
agencies. So, how do we achieve NVIS? By getting those 
behemoth wires and whips down near the ground. First, the 
base station antenna (horizontal dipole or long wire) - place 
the antenna as low as two feet above the ground but no higher 
than about thirty without a counterpoise. An antenna tuner is 
mandantory to tune the one antenna used for all frequencies 
between 2-12 MHz. A longwire antenna is suitable in field 
setups but not recommended on office buildings or other ur- 
ban environments because unbalanced antennas frequently 
create interference problems with telephones and other com- 
munications equipment but are substantially reduced or elimi- 
nated with a balanced antenna system. The. tuner is placed 
at the antenna end of the coaxial cable. There are then two 
options: a longwire or a balanced (dipole) antenna. The 
longwire can be any length - the longer the better to optimize 
the lowest operating frequency. A very good ground connec- 
tion is necessary. and often difficult on a rooftop. For ground 
connections, always make the shortest possible runs of 2 to 
3 inch copper strap. For a balanced antenna, use a 4:1 balun 
on the output of the antenna tuner, then a 450 ohm feedline 
to the dipole aritenna. Any NVIS antenna can be enhanced 
with a ground along the surface that is 5% longer than the 
antenna and separated by a .15 wavelength at the lowest 
frequency to be used. For the mobile NVIS system, the an- 
tenna is used folded or tied down (not released to go verti- 
cal) both in motion and when stopped. Use a heavy duty ball 
mount, 6 inch spring, and 102 inch whip. To further improve 
the NVIS propagation while stationary, the whip is adjusted 
to go parallel to the ground, away from the vehicle. Also, for 
better results, remove the whip and run out a long wire 30- 
100 feet about 18 inches above ground. The Russian military 
and other NATO forces have been using NVIS antennas on 
their vehicles for years. It is installed low on the vehicle top, 


This Russian BTR-60PU Command Vehicle is a mobile 
command post. Notice the antennas mounted on the roof 
and top sides: a “Hawkeye” round antenna at the right 
front, and a “Clothesline” (NVIS 3-sided) rail antenna. 
Photo courtesy of H. Clausen @ http:/Musers.cybercity.dk/ 
~ccc6161/home.html 


and resembles a luggage rack (remember the old halo and 
squalo antennas for 50 mhz?). The orientation of an NVIS 
antenna is not important; it is omni-directional. An easy way 
to get NVIS radiation from your dipole antenna is to let the 
feedpoint sag five to ten feet below the horizontal. This will 
alter the radiation to improve the vertical angle to achieve a 2 
dB or so improvement. Again, this is an old but little under- 
stood and practiced means of HF radiation. It REALLY works. 
Until next month, and as always, 
AIM HIGH! 


DISCLAIMER: This is not an official United States Air 
Force release, and does not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Air Force or the MARS. 


Russian BTR-60PU Command Vehicle 
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Comprehensive Chemistry Resource i 


Just like the geography page above, this is one to book- 
mark for help with the children’s home work in the future. 
Upon visiting this page, users are presented with a large al- 
phabetical index of subjects, from Absorption of light, Accu- 
racy and Analytical balance to Wavefunctions, Weighing and 
X-ray diffraction (XRD). Clicking on each will take you to an 
explanation of the term. World Wide Web: http:// 
www.scimedia.com/chem-ed/scidex.htm 


Top Of The News - Mars Global Surveyor 


The Mars Global Surveyor is due to enter orbit around 
Mars, the red planet, at about 10:15pm EDT (0215 UTC) to- 
night. It is on a two year mission to map the planet for scien- 
tists. NASA is confident that the resolution of the images from 
the space craft is so good, they might be able to see the 
Mars Pathfinder probe from the images. All the links you need 
to follow the mission are in today’s “Top Of The News’ feature 
on the main Newsbytes site. World Wide Web: http:// 
www.newsbytes.com. 


Electronic Newsstand 
If you were online before Web publishing exploded, 


you'll probably have fond memories of the Electronic News- 
Stand, a pioneering service that brought together articles from 


hundreds of sources and was an excellent database of news.. 


The service is still running and has just relaunched. The site 
is expanding its focus to consumers with exclusive new fea- 
tures that let Internet shoppers search more than 3,000 maga- 
zines by topic, preview virtually any magazine title, and sub- 
scribe to their favorite periodicals. Check it out! World Wide 
Web: http://www.enews.com 


Free E-mail Service For Students Launched 
WhoWhere and the American School Directory have 


launched a new free e-mail service aimed at students, N2Mail. . 


The service is available through the ASD site, which is also a 
home to information about 106,000 K-12 schools in America, 
and features security and blocking features to prevent stu- 
dents from receiving unsolicited messages. World Wide Web: 
http://www.asd.com 


Food To Go, Via The Web 


Cybermeals is a new restaurant meal ordering service 
that currently features 2,000 restaurants and is adding more 
by the day. Just connect to the Web site and tell it where you 
live and you'll get a list of local restaurants that have a deliv- 
ery service in your area. You can order food online, which 
gets faxed to the restaurant, and then just sit back and wait 
for it to arrive! World Wide Web: http://www.cybermeals.com 


All The History You Need 


Whether you're a history fan or a student completing 
an essay, the History Net Web site has lots to offer. There are 
sections that cover world history, American history, famous 
battles, arms and armies and more. The Web site is a joint 
venture between the History Group of Cowles Enthusiast 
Media, a major publisher of historical magazines, and the 
National Historical Society. World Wide Web: http:// 
www.thehistorynet.com 


Updating Your Software With Ease 


Update AnyWare is a Web based database that is de- 
signed to help you keep your computer up to date. By tap- 
ping into its extensive database of software products, users 
can automatically receive free updated versions and patches 
of all of their programs and never worry about digital obso- 
lescence in their hard drives. The service is subscription 
based. World Wide Web: http://www.updateanyware.com 
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Updating Your Software With Ease 


Update AnyWare is a Web based database that is de- 
signed to help you keep your computer up to date. By tap- 
ping into its extensive database of software products, users 
can automatically receive free updated versions and patches 
of all of their programs and never worry about digital obso- 
lescence in their hard drives. The service is subscription 
based. World Wide Web: http://www.updateanyware.com 


Where the Bombs Are, 1997 


The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, which is home to 
the world famous “Doomsday Clock,” has a new edition of its 
regular “Nuclear Notebooks” publication online. The Septem- 
ber/October edition is a survey of where US nuclear weap- 
ons are stationed. The publication lists the number of nuclear 
weapons in each US state (New Mexico leads with 2,850) 
and overseas. World Wide Web: http://www.bullatomsci.org 


Alabama At Home On The Net 


Just before the Labor Day weekend, Alabama opened 
a new home on the Internet. The Alabama Live Web site in- 
cludes breaking news, tourist information, historical facts, 
entertainment and football. News comes from partnerships 
with three of the largest newspapers in the state - The Hunts- 
ville Times, The Birmingham News and the Mobile Register. 
“A 24-hour informative site just about Alabama, for Alabam- 
ians - all at your fingertips,” said Cindy Self Martin, President 
Alabama Live. World Wide Web: http://www.al.com 


The Beeb Launches On The Web 


The BBC has launched a new Web site. Unlike it’s other 
site, now labeled the “public service site,” The Beeb site fo- 
cuses on the entertainment programming from the BBC and 
links visitors more closely with the broadcaster. There are 
various main sections, including the score! for the latest sports 
coverage and results; Radio Times for listings, star interviews 
and film reviews; TopGear for motoring news, car tests an 
Car guides; BBC Shop for BBC merchandise: Comedy Zone 
for humour and entertainment; and travel for destination and 
activity suggestions World Wide Web: http://www.beeb.com 


Virus Hoax Pages : 


There are so many virus hoazes, that just go around 
and around, that several pages are devoted to them and try- 
ing to keep them down. Everytime you hear about a virus 
through e-mail or ina newsgroup posting, check these pages 
to make sure it isn’t a hoax! World Wide Web: http:// 
www.kumite.com/myths/home.htm 

http://ciac.IInl.gov/ciac/CIACHoaxes.html 


http://www.mcafee.com/support/techdocs/vinfo/ 
1102.html 


http://www.symantec.com/avcenter/index.htm! 
http://www.nesa.com/virus/alerthoax.htm| 
New Book - Word Annoyances 


O'Reilly & Associates has published the second title in 
its “Annoyances” series, “Word 97 Annoyances.” This new 
book helps Microsoft Word users customize the ubiquitous 
word processing software. “Word 97 Annoyances” shows 
readers how to get rid of Word’s annoying features and tailor 
defaults, toolbars, and functions to fit their work style. Be- 
cause it's so complex, it’s packed with features - and one 
user's favorite feature is another's annoyance. Microsoft built 
in some annoyances, in the name of “backward compatibil- 
ity.” Others are simply, though maddeningly, the result of poor 
design. The good news is, most can be turned off, and this 
book will show you how. ISBN: 1-56592-308-1 World Wide 
Web: http://www.oreilly.com 
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Central Florida's Premier Internet Provider Announces 


150 hours per month! e 


(Additional Hours only $0.50 per hour) * 
Free Personal Home Pages! 


PR % Text-Based Dial-In, %m%eo,,. 
p» 0 *%* ~SLI/IP (Graphical) Ava,/a 
se )— and PPP (Graphical) %  %%, 
Shareware / Freeware packages are available for OS/2, Windows, Macintosh and Linux! 


=>, * Use Netscape to surf the World Wide Web! Do your research, 
2 shop on-line, check out the latest news from around the world, 
listen to music or chat with freinds, allon the Web! 


1 ® Looking for Files? Search the archives of the CICA library, log 
: directly into IBM, Microsoft and Apple, or get all the newest files 
and animations, and so much more, all free! 


* Into games and gaming? Log into one of the many game BBS' 
or servers on the Internet! Choose your favorite game, and you 
will find there are more than just a few places to go and engage 
against other adventurers! 


Owned and operated by KC4UFI (Jerry Russell), and KD4MIW (Sharon Russell). 


For more information, or to sign up, please call: 
In Brevard Toll-free statewide: 

cont 635-8888 1-800-676-2599 
nara HURT THE MATCRACT CT 


<Florida Online. 
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Gator Chapter #32 


The full fall program of the Gators started on Septem- 
ber 6, 1997 at our usual meeting place: Stacey’s Buffet, 1451 
Missouri Ave. (Midway Shopping Plaza) in Clearwater. We 
meet the first Saturday of every month. 

There were 27 members and guests present. Follow- 
ing our lunch, each member identified themselves by first 
name and call and introduced spouses or friends. 


The Secretary, Bart Bridge, W2ZYQ announced birth- 
days and anniversaries for the month. Ron Whatley, WA4JVR 
and wife Mary have been married 68 years while Fred 
Leedham, W1WOxX and wife Vi reached 62 years on this date. 

A brief Treasurer's report showed we are solvent. Sev- 
eral members have not paid this year’s due and will be termi- 
nated from the Chapter rolls next month. 

The program was given by our Vice President and Pro- 
gram Chairman, Don Bice, W4CPO. He had secured on of 
eight slide/audio presentations of the Antique Wireless As- 
sociation. The show gave background on the founding and 
present museums of the association, located in Holcomb, NY 
and Breezeport, NY, both near Rochester. Assisting Don were 
John Smith, W4ACG who provided a small stereo tape player 
and Bill Bell, K4AVH who provided the slide projector. The 
museum houses changing displays of various collections by 
time periods such as spark transmitters & receivers, vacuum 
tubes, keys, tuners, etc. A barn houses the 7000 item collec- 
tion not on display. Our membership ages fit this early pe- 
riod, as we have many members that are 65-75 year hams. 

Our next meeting is scheduled October 4, 1997. -Frank 


S. Obenauf, W2IAJ, Chapter President. 


Pelican Chapter #128 


The Pelican Chapter #128 held their August meeting 
at Stacey’s Buffet, and was opened at 11:45 local time. This 
again being a summer meeting, was an informal meeting with 
not much business conducted. Our two new members from 
last month were present, namely Leo & Lorraine Witkowski, 
from Sun City Center. 


The Invocation was given by our Treasurer Don Bice, 
W4PCO, and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of Our 
Country was led by President, Buddy Morgan, WB40MG. 
After the Pledge, self introductions were made, and two spe- 
cial guests were in attendance: Charles & Ginny Volpee. Af- 
ter introductions, at 11:50 the race was on for the food buffet. 


After a delicious lunch a brief meeting took place to 
discuss the Picnic. It was decided that the Picnic would be 
catered by the caterer that Bob Klieber KR8G had previously 
contacted. The date of the Picnic is November 19th. 

There was no Treasurer's report for the previous month. 
However, the Secretary read his minutes of the 16 July meet- 
ing. Net Controls were selected for September. 

The Resume of Alan Pickering KJ9N was read. Jay, 
K9BSL stated that it was important that all the Pelicans sup- 
port the nomination of Alan for a QOWA Director, and that 
Alan’s talents must not go unused. 

The meeting was ajourned at 13:00 local time. - Sub- 
mitted by J. Frederick Strom, K9BSL Secretar 

Edison Chapter # 196: 

The Edison Chapter # 196 met as usual at Perkins on 
US 41 in Ft. Myers at 1130 hours on the second Tuesday of 
July. We enjoyed the company of nine members and four 
guests. 

lt was our pleasure to welcome Harry Arnold, K9ALX, 
back from an unscheduled stay in the hospital. Harry says he 
is feeling much better now. 

The July meeting was the first time that we had an 
awards ceremony. Jim Hall, W3JL, received his fifty five years 
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‘of amateur radio service certificate while Walter Rollick, 
W4IGE, received his sixty year certificate. Congratulations 
to both of these very fine gentlemen for all of their contribu- 
tions to the radio art over their illustrious careers! 


G.E. Sammons, WA4DQE, informed us that our request 
for an operational tour of two local crystal manufacturing 
companies has been declined for insurance reasons. We 
were disappointed but understand perfectly. G. E., Who is 
our outside activity chairman, has a few more irons in the 
fire and will advise us in the near future as to when we may 
be on a tour as a group. 


Jim Novak, W9HNI, an old time dx hound, has just got 
on 2 meters from his condo on Ft. Myers beach and is hav- 
ing a blast. This is the first time in 49 years of hamming that 
Jim has been on any vhf band. 

| have just recently returned from a trip to Germany 
and was able to operate from several locations as DL/ 
WASPXL. Prior to going to Germany | made contact with 
Markus Hammelmann, DL50BZ,.at Stuttgart University Sta- 
tion DKOSU on 20 meters. Markus invited me to lunch with - 
him and sure enough we were able to meet in person on 
several occasions. Well, Markus came to the states to oper- 
ate a couple of summer contests and low and behold ended 
up having brunch with the chapter # 196 bunch. This brought 
an international flavor to our meeting and everyone enjoyed 
him and his traveling partner Michael Haubner. Markus in- 
formed us that as K2XS on field day he made nearly 700 cw 
qrp contacts. He has a few years. to go to qualify for QOWA 
membership but is anxious to become a member because 
he was very impressed with the goals of our organization, 
the camaraderie and the goodwill that QCWA offers. 


_ | would like to thank our members for contributing to 
our treasury again. Donations of cash and postage stamps 
will keep us in the black and informed of recent activities 
through news letters. -Tad Burik, WA8PXL, President 


der checking into the QC 
CW net is on Wednesda 


Sere: CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Licensed at least 25 years ago ? 
And licensed now ? 


Then you should belong to the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association || 
For information write : 

159 E. 16th Ave,, Dept S 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
http://www.teleport.com/~ qcwa 
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FL Midday Traffic Net (FMTN) 

The rainy-season has arrived in Florida. Every day we 
are experiencing heavy thunderstorms , as well as the great- 
est light show Mother-Nature has to offer. This year will (hope- 
fully) mark the beginning of the next sun-spot cycle. 

Frequent lightning has once-again caused much diffi- 
culty with radio-wave propagation, hence, our Net has run 
longer than usual each day, with more fills required to pass- 
along the Traffic from many stations. Some days the skip is 
very short, and others impossibly-long: but in either case 
the Traffic must get through! Everyone lends a hand to get 
the Traffic out to the various Regional and Area Nets. 

| would like to thank Laura -WAQVND, for acting as Net 
Control Station on Mondays and Fridays. | would also like to 
thank Carroll - W5MEN, and Gary - KE4DNO, for volunteer- 
ing to cover the 4th Region on Wednesday and Tuesday re- 
spectively. We have noted that Tony - WB2FGL from Starke, 
is now a Net- Regular on Mid-day. To ALL of our Net mem- 
bers who attend daily, | say: THANKS, for a job well done! 
For the month of July Mid-day logged-in 283 Stations, 173 
pcs. of NTS Traffic, and 447 minutes in 31 sessions. Just 
WATCH WHAT THE NET CAN DO NEXT MONTH! Be re- 
minded, we meet daily on or about 7247khz+ - depending 
on the activity on the 40 meter band. If you don’t find us on 
7247khz, just slide-on-down to 7242khz and look-around in 
that area, and I’m sure you'll find us. The Net goes formal at 
12 noon, ( 1600 Z), but we usually gather a few minutes 
before to chat. So please feel free to JOIN US, ANY-day, 


EVERY-day, on MID-DAY! 73/88 Rich-KA2YZM. 


FL Slow Speed CW Net (QFNS) 


Well looks like our message count slipped a little in 
August but thanks to our faithful regulars and AB4XK, AE4NK, 
KE4DNO, WB4HRG and AA4HT, we gainedin QNI’s. Thanks 
for taking the time to check in to QFNS we appreciate it very 
much. 


| would like to recognize DONNA AE4QA as NCS on 
Sundays and TONY WB2FGL as NCS on Wednesdays. I’m 
sure they will both be an asset to QFNS andNTS. . 

To date we have had no response from our letters to 
Florida Amateur Radio Clubs asking for their help in recruit- 
ing new members for CW NTS. It is too soon to be discour- 
aged and we hope for many responses in the near future. 


73's Chas KD40GV QFNS net mgr. CW is Al 
Southeast Florida Traffic Net (SEFTN) 


The Southeast Florida Traffic Net (SEFTN) met twice a 
day during August for a total of sixty two sessions. Larry, 
KE4ESV, was the 1000th check-in on the late session. Apolo- 
gies to Joe, KF4HXE, who was number 1,000 in June only to 
have me get his call sign wrong. 

“Traffic Tips” are presented each Tuesday at 6:30 local 
time. We are always looking for topics for these sessions, so 
please do listen and ask questions. We are privileged to 
have a good number of experienced traffic handlers, net con- 
trol stations, and net managers check into our Net regularly, 
so we ought to be able to answer just about any traffic re- 
lated question. 


As time goes on, people come and go, so we are al- 
ways in need of operators willing to serve as net control sta- 
tions. The early session is a “low pressure” way to become 
involved. Even if you cannot volunteer to take the same day 
each week, we can use some “alternates” to fill in when the 
regular net control station cannot be with us. If you are inter- 
ested in becoming a net control station, talk to Jim, KD4GR, 
or to one of his assistants. 

The Motorola machine has been experiencing interfer- 
ence from a spurious source, somewhere to the south. Club 
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members are on pinpointing the exact location and getting 
the “spur’ taken off the air. But for the moment, when the 
“spur” appears on the repeater’s input for more than three 
minutes it causes the automatic timer to shut off the output 
until it resets. This may cause the Net to move to the backup 
frequency of 146.31/91 Mhz. So if you don’t hear activity on 
one frequency, look for us on the other. 


SEFTN meets daily at 1130 and 1800 local time on 
146.19/79 Mhz, the Motorola Amateur Radio Club repeater. 
The alternate frequency is 146.31/91, the Broward Amateur 
Radio Club repeater. Both sessions send representatives to 
the Section level NTS nets. New members are always wel- 
come, so please join us. No experience in traffic handling is 
necessary, and all properly licensed Hams are welcome. 

August SEFTN Statistics (Total/Average) 


Session Stations Messages Minutes 
EARLY 405/13.5 68/2.3 426/14.2 
LATE 1031/33.3 238/7.7 1764/56.9 
TOTALS 1413/45.6 306/9.9 2220/71.6 


73,Charles, WB4PAM 


Tropical Phone Traffic Net (TPTN) 


TPTN report for August. QNI 561, TFC 158, Time 572. 
Traffic picked up from the last month and kept stations busy. 
We are on 3940 at 5 PM every day. Why not come visit us? 
You are all invited. We have a friendly and interesting group. 
We do welcome participation. The more the better. 

Want to thank all the very fine NCS stations and the 
reps. They have all done an outstanding job. | am very lucky 
to have them. This report will be sent via Post Office and | 
hope it makes it. Let’s all originate a message to any one of 
our family or friends, who live out of town. We all have some- 
body. Please remember 5 PM on 3940: Hope to see you there. 
88 Laura, WA9VND. 


TOP TWENTY TRAFFICERS - AUGUST, 1997 
by AA4HT and WX4H 


Total 
1005 


Station 
NR2F 
W4DL 
KD4HGU 
WA4NDA 
KD4GR 
AD4DO 
WB4PAM 
AA4HT 
W5MEN 
AD4BL 


Station 
W3VR 
W3CUL 976 
WX4H 852 
WASVND 717 
KE4DNO 460 
KA2YZM 427 
W7AMM_ 341 
K4SCL 316 
KC4ZHF 251 
AB4XK = 192 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
if 
8 
9 
1 


Noted Florida PacketMeister Zapped 


Bill Britton, KB4VOL, keeper of records of all kinds con- 
cerning ham radio in Florida, and sysop of the mighty KB4VOL 
BBS, was almost completely wiped out by a bolt of lightning 
in September. 

Readers will note that his lists are still accessable 
through the Internet at: 

http://pages.prodigy.com/kb4vol 

or by ftp: 

ftp://ftp.gate.net/pub/users/flham 

As one would expect, some of the updates for hamfests 
and computer shows may suffer since much of his informa- 
tion was provided through the packet network. 

Bill begs your indulgence while he rebuilds, reconstructs 
and recovers from his unwelcome visitor from the heavens. 
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Knights ready for new members 


The Knights of the Kilocycle, amateur radio’s oldest 
net, was organized on Christmas Day, 1929, and is now cel- 
ebrating it’s 67th year. The Knights meet every Sunday morn- 
ing at 7:30 on 3910 Kilocycles. Since 1929 there have been 
545 permanent memberships awarded to amateur operators. 
The Knights always welcomes new members. A membership 
certificate is earned after five consecutive weekly check-ins 
to the net. 

And here goes the Knightly News: - 

Coming weeks should see a few more new members 
of the Knights as several hams have been checking in regu- 
larly to accomplish the required five consecutive check ins to 
receive their membership certificate. 


WAOFRP, Doc should have become a new Knight by 
now after missing his fifth check in a few months back. He 
would have made his five consecutive check ins and be en- 
titled to the membership ceremony and his certificate, but 
was traveling away from the shack and didn’t make the fifth 
required check in. 

Frank, K2ZSN of Seminole is another member possi- 
bility. All you need is five checkins to get your certificate as a 
member of the Knights, Frank! ; 

Bob, W4KOG, the Knight’s Master Oscillator, celebrated 
his 70th last month! Happy 70th Bob, and we all appreciate 
the work you put in hosting the net each Sunday morning. 

Clyde, K4CS of Sebring has been checking in recently 
after an absence of about a year. Clyde recently made a move 
from Avon Park to a new home in Sebring. Clyde is the former 
WI3X and well known throughout the area. Clyde will be go- 
ing to Mobile. AL. for a reunion of the Battleship Mobile folks. 


Alan, KB4KQN of Bartow checked in recently. He’s 


Howard, W40SxX of Altamonte Springs set quite a net 
record on a recent Knight’s meeting. He joined the Knight's 
in September 1950 and this was the first time he’s been back 
on the net in 47 years. Howard told the net that he had origi- 
nally joined the Knights while a student at the University of 
Florida and was active back in the 50s. Well, don’t wait an- 
other 47 years Howard! 

Dorothy, N4TXT of Springhill has taken a spill while 
hiking a trail and broke a hip. ‘ 

Marion, KC4MFT of New Port Richey told the net that 
Dorothy is now home and doing well on her recovery. Marion, 
by the way, reports she’s got some nice figs off of her back- 
yard tree. Looks like we are at the beginning of the next sun 
spot cycle and the sun activity is slowing but surely becom- 
ing more active, making for improved propagation over the 
next five or six years. The index is now about 100 and has 
been up to about 117. Before long propagation will be excel- 
lent worldwide. 


For those who have computers and internet access, _ 


please check out my web site at:. http://members.aol.com/ 


browne. | have music on most of the pages and even morse 
code playing in the background on the ham pages. The ama- 
teur radio pages include Florida and Southwest Florida ham 
info, listings of area hams in three counties, online callbooks, 
and the latest Knights of the Kilocycle news as well as two 
QCWA chapter newsletter briefs. Also check out the ham ra- 
dio web links I’ve mentioned in writing articles for the former 
Cyberham magazine and the online yellow pages and white 
phonebook pages. : 
The Knights encourage new check-ins each Sunday 
morning to ham radio’s oldest net. Please join us each Sun- 
day at 7:30 AM, 3910 Kilocycles and let us know what’s been 
happening in your town. We welcome all hams from anyone 
that can hear us. Invite your friends to listen and call in Sun- 


member #516 had has not been heard in quite a spell. Good 


to hear from you Alan. 


Volunteers sought to 
monitor Falcon Gold 


experiment 


Cadets and faculty of the United 
States Air Force Academy—in coopera- 
tion with University of Colorado-Colo- 
rado Springs—have designed a small 
space payload that will be launched on 
an Atlas rocket the last week in Octo- 
ber. Named Falcon Gold, the mission 
will sample the Global Positioning Sys- 
tem (GPS) signal from behind the GPS 
constellation and downlink spectrum 
samples to ground stations for post 
processing. Due to its short (three- 
week) lifespan and a limited number of 
ground stations, the researchers are 
looking for volunteers around the world 
to collect telemetry and mission data 
from the satellite and forward electronic 
copies to the Air Force Academy. The 
Satellite will transmit on 400.175 MHz, 
accessible from many scanners and 
Amateur Radio equipment. The data 
will be at 9600 using the AX.25 proto- 
col used by hams. For more_ informa- 
tion, see http://www.pcisys.net/~mork/ 
or e-mail Brian Mork, 
morkbj.dfc @ usafa.af.mil.—Brian Mork 
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WANTED - A HAM HERO 

-by Buddy Morgan, WB40MG 

There was a song a few years ago 
that had a line that said: “We don’t need 
another hero.” But, we do. We all have 
people that we admire and look up to. 
Most professions, hobbies, sports or dis- 
ciplines have superstars of some kind. My 
other hobby - sailing has lots of stars. Well 
known, famous people who win regattas 
and are written about in the sports pages. 
My line of business - sewing - has Betsy 
Ross. Does Amateur Radio have a hero? 
That is, a person that because of his or 
her radio activities was renowned to the 
public as a hero. Although there is no evi- 
dence that he was a Ham, radio does 
have at least one bona fide hero. 


On the foggy night of January 22, 
1909, two ocean liners, unknowingly, were 
on a Collision course, in the North Atlan- 
tic. It was a little after midnight when Jack 
Binns, Radio Operator on the White Star 
Line’s SS Republic finished sending and 
receiving the numerous messages for the 
day. Binns a slightly tousled man, who 
looked a bit sleepy all the time, headed 
straight for his bunk. 

Binns awoke around 5:30 am to the 
sound of the collision alarm. The SS 
Florida, a small ship of the Lloyds Italiano 


day morning. See you all on Sunday morning. 


line, had smashed into the port side of 
the Republic. The ship was doomed. The 
Republic’s port side looked like it had 
been pierced by a giant can opener. While 
the rest of the crew tried to save the ship, 
Jack Binns hotfooted it to the radio room. 


The ship’s generators were already 
flooded. Binns fired up his spark gap 
transmitter on battery power. SOS was 
not in common use at that time. Binns sent 
out a CQD call. His call was heard by a 
coast station on Nantucket, who relayed 
his distress call. Ships gathered on the 
scene. Binn’s calls brought them in like a 
magnet. Over a 36-hour period, he sent 
over 200 messages. 1650 people were 
rescued. Wireless telegraphy was the new 
life saving machine. Technology had tri- 
umphed over the perils of the sea. 

In New York, Binns received a 
hero’s welcome. He was given a stand- 
ing ovation at the Hippodrome. In his na- 
tive England, the reception was equally 
warm. As one author said: “The enshrine- 
ment of Binns as a popular idol was un- 
derstandable. Radio was the new magic 
and the man who could control it was the 
wizard.” Radio had a hero. 


Our hobby has difficult times 
ahead. Any heroes out there? 
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INTERNATIONAL ii Sy 
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SYSTEMS, INC. mame 


FACTORY DIRECT DISTRIBUTOR 
AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICES —__ 
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° ft e Selb e MARINE © SATELLITE e CELLULAR 


e HUSTLER e SONY SECURITY 
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MIAMI, FLORIDA 33166 


Leal (305) 594-4313 


Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:30 Sat. 9:30-2:30 FAX: (305) 477-4449 
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TOWER COMPANY, INC. 


SERVING AMATEUR RADIO FOR 20 YEARS 


1639 Old Dixie Highway 
P.O. Box 2806 FS 
Vero Beach, FL 32961-2806 

(561) 567-3423 @ Fax (561) 567-3432 


This space 
FOR RENT 


ASTRO TOO 


Surplus/Electronics Equipment 


Electronic Components 


Computer Supplies 


2854 Sarno Road 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


(407) 253-3371 


164 West First Ave. ELECTRONICS Tech 904-749-2642 
Plerson, FL 32180 FAX 904-749-3147 
800-785-6266 Sales/Service 


OVER 20 YEARS 07 SERVICE 
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“KNOWN FOR SERVICE" 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
Be Accocitl 


FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 


Office: '305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
Eves.: 642-4139 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, INC, 
Your Number One Radio Repair Center for Florida and the USAI! 


QUR 16TH YEAR 


IRCI SUPPORTS YOU AND YOUR RADIO THROUGH: 


1. Upgrade Kits for Icom, Kenwood & Yaesu radios. 
2. Authorized Kenwood Warranty Service Center, 
3. IRCI User Kenwood, Icom & Fox Tango Back Issue 


Newsletters: ; 
4, IRCI User Radio Supplements for Kenwood & Icom. 
5. IRCI and Fox Tango 8 and 10 pole crystal filters, 


6. Authorized Icom Dealer. 
3804 South U.S. #1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
1407] 489-0956 FAX # [407] 464-6386 


BROKEN RADIOS!!111 


Advertise 

ere for 
45 Bucks a 
year 


DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 


Come join the 
Southeast Amateur Radio Association 


Lauderhill, Florida 
33351 


For more information call: 


Jerry, WB2BEC - 954-741-3955 
Monty, N4LLZ - 954-748-1560 


FRANK M. BUTLER, W4RH 
DIRECTOR, SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION 
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 


323. ELLIOTT ROAD, SE 
FORT WALTON BEACH, FL 32548 
PHONE: (904) 244-5425 
MCI MAIL: 311-3659 


OST- 
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NeMAL 


NEMAL ELECTRONICS INT’L, INC. 


12240 N.E. 14th Ave. 
N. Miami, FL 33161 Internet: http:/Awww.nemal.com 
Tel: 305 899-0900 E-mail: info@nemal.com 
Fax: 305 895-8178 3000 Interconnect products in stock 


FLORIDA SKIP SPECIALTIES 


MAPS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - .25 ea. 
FCC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE 

FLA: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE 
Ham Shack Calendars - FREE 


(Send request & SASE for Maps, Forms, Applica- 
tions) 

BOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H 
Dear Mabel Award: $3.00 to cover P/H 
Andy Clark, W41YT 
P.O. Box 501 - Miami Springs, FL 33266 


Antenna rotators & Control Boxes 


REPAIRED 
$30 oe rrurchased 


Conrad Kibler 
10102 Cliff Circle - Tampa, FL 33612 
Telephone - 813-933-2850 


U-LIFT 
By JB : 
6708 CR 651 
Bushnell, FL 33513 
352-793-4690 
WB4MOX WB4MOY 
JOHN BEV. 


DON’T CLIMB YOUR TOWER, USE A U-LIFT LIKE WE DO, 
IT’S SO EASY. 
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C.G.A. ENTERPRISES 
Ped ALUMA TOWER Ba 


& 
ALSO AVAILABLE: USED 
ANTENNAS, ROTORS, COAX, CONNEC PORS, RADIOS, 
— POWER SUPPLYS, AMPLIFIERS, BATTERIES. 


TOLL FREE: 888-510-7373 
PHONE: 813-862-3325 1} AX: 813-862-4767 
k-MAIL: cga@ mail citicom.com 


G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Ham Rapio 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 
At MAKES 


® Specialized Design EngineeringfConstruction 
# Also Marine Electronics 


7130 North Main Street Guy Mallard, W6IYK 
Jacksonville, Florida 32208 (904) 764-0042 


_ GO TRAVELING! 
AND THEN CALL ME FOR YOUR PLANS 
N4LLZ 
MONTE MIGDOL (N4LLZ) IS NOW WITH 
PRESTIGE TRAVEL 
CRUISES*AIR* HOTEL*TOURS*CARS 
SO CALL NOW! HOME: (954) 748-1560 


SCOTT & GAIL CALHOUN 
12019 Uracus St. 
Orlando, FL 32837 


Roger Radio 


Communication Electronics 


-Radio Repair and Restorations 

-Alignments and Modiications 

-All Makes: HF. VHF, Amps, Power Supplies 
-Installations 


Preserving the charm of Amateur Radto 


Kenwood Specialist Roger W. Warric 
954-96] -2363 KK4KM 


With the merging of SKIP and 
CyberHam magazines, it is fitting that 
all Amateur Radio operators recognize 
the variety of modes and operating pro- 
cedures that are available for our use. 
This is an exciting time for Hams ev- 
erywhere and for those who have dedi- 
cated their time and assets to the MARS 
programs. 

With all the new technologies that 
have been and are being developed, the 
question is often raised about why 
MARS services continue to use radio 
as its basic means of communication. 
We could be using (and do) e-mail, fax, 
digital modes, and many other of the 
new technologies. All of these, how- 
ever, are connected to’ wires or other 
physical equipment. All of these are 
single sender-receiver in nature. Ra- 
dio allows many people to be given in- 
formation or instruction simultaneously 
which saves valuable time in all cases. 
| remember working an emergency situ- 
ation in which at least twenty Amateur 
radio operators had been deployed to 
different locations in support. | was also 
working MARS support at the same 
time. When word reached the state 
EOC that telephone services had been 
restored, the support of Amateur Ra- 
dio services was canceled by the EOC. 
This premature cancellation caused 
chaos since the emergency was far from 
over and any coordination required sev- 
enteen telephone calls from one cen- 
tral location to all the ancillary sites. 
Unofficially, several Hams stayed on fre- 
quency and assisted in any way that 
they could. MARS did not stand down 
until the emergency was over. 


In EVERY major emergency, all 
of the communications media except 
radio have been so impacted by nec- 
essary traffic that they quickly became 
unusable. In a report written by James 
Montgomery/AAT4ME of Florida Army 
MARS, he pointed out that in many 
emergencies, the telecommunications 
networks are not crippled by the events 
but by congestion. Most telecommuni- 
cations networks are designed to be 
able to handle about ten per cent of the 
total subscribers simultaneously. In an 
emergency, many more users legiti- 
mately appear and the system stalls. 
He used the earthquake in Kobe, Ja- 
pan as an example. In Kobe, the disas- 
ter officials did not have radio commu- 
nications as part of their recovery plan. 
They thought that they could depend on 
the still operating commercial commu- 
nications media that were in place. As 
a result, emergency communications 
were, very quickly, non-existent. The 
traffic volume on the systems on the first 
day was fifty times available peak load 
and on the second day, it was still twenty 
times peak. 
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This same scenario has been 
evident in all major disaster areas. This 
column reported that role that radio 
played in the Oklahoma City disaster 
when all the commercial media became 
hopelessly congested. California earth- 
quakes, hurricane states, floods and 
fires all over the country all have one 
element in common — radio coverage 
was essential to the successful resto- 
ration of normalcy. In several cases, it 
was radio through which the first news 
of an emergency situation came out of 
the effected area. 

Radio remains the sole instru- 
ment of communications which cannot 
be so impacted. The three service 
MARS programs do not intend to give 
up on radio no matter what the propa- 
gation does. There are enough opera- 
tors at varying distances that informa- 
tion can be successfully relayed no 
matter what the conditions are at any 
one point. 

As. Chief Army MARS, Robert 
Sutton expressed it, “Radio communi- 
cations becomes the primary means of 
communication and this reiterates the 
importance of MARS and its role in pro- 
viding emergency communications to 
disaster relief agencies. In other words, 
we should not underestimate the impor- 
tance of MARS nor the volunteer mem- 
bership that is the heart of the program.” 

The movement for unifying Army 
MARS and the civilian emergency sup- 
port agencies is growing all over the 
country. This unifying effort can hurt no 
one and can immeasurably help thou- 
sands as has been demonstrated in so 
many incidents which have already oc- 
curred throughout the nation this year. 


One weather related phenom- 
enon which is under close scrutiny is 
the reemergence of the El Nino tide in 
the Pacific Ocean. Normally El Nino lies 
far south of its current location. Every 
few years, El Nino flows north of its ac- 
customed path. Those are the years in 
which weather patterns are abruptly 
and violently changed all over the coun- 
try. The winter of 1994 in which the EE! 
designator of “White Blanket” was de- 
veloped is a prime example. 1994 was 
the year during which the northern tiers 
of states from the Pacific to the Atlantic 
were buried under unbelievable 
amounts of snow. The Southeast en- 
joys warmer and dryer winters only to 
be wracked with heavy spring rains and 
floods of great proportion. The Pacific 
Coast states leads off in weather 
anomalies, of course, because of their 
proximity to the El Nino. They are al- 
ready bracing for heavy rains and floods 
which will surely come. All Army MARS 
members will be involved in these 
events. With our primary mission be- 


ing the support of federal emergency 
relief agencies, all members are prepar- 
ing NOW for the potential disasters to 
come. Part of the preparation was the 
participation of Army MARS in the 
FEMA NECN (National Emergency 
Coordination Net) exercise of 2 Septem- 
ber 1997. By interacting with the fed- 
eral agencies we support, Army MARS 
and the agencies learn to speak a com- 
mon communications language and to 
work with each other smoothly and effi- 
ciently. This can be vital to the suc- 
cessful fulfilment of an emergency mis- 
sion. Army MARS members in all states 
participated in this exercise. Chief, 
Army MARS, in coordination with 
FEMA, has identified that of the 987 
government radio stations that partici-_ 
pated in this 12 hour exercise, the three 
MARS services contributed 89.6% of 
the total radio stations supporting 
FEMA. As a result, FEMA can deter- 
mine just how widespread the support 
of Army MARS members is in terms of 
geographic coverage. FEMA holds this 
exercise on a quarterly basis, thus 
keeping both agencies up to date in 
communications preparation. 

With so many Army MARS mem- 
bers dedicating their time and their tech- 
nologies to the protection and preser- 
vation of this country, Army MARS looks 
ahead with confidence — 


Proud, Professional, and Ready. 


Silent Keys 


We regret to report the passing 
bf the following Amateur Radio Opera 
ors. Please notify SKIP of silent keys 


n your area. 


KM4XN_ - 
elbourne, FL 


Walter Connor 
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Palm Beach Repeater Association, Inc. 
Presents the Eleventh Annual 


PALM BEACH CounTy HAMFEST 


Amateur Radio & Computer Show October 18 & 19, 1997 


Early Reservation Information 


South Florida Fair Grounds 
Southern Bivd 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
(Seven miles west of I-95) 


Saturday October 18, 1997 
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 


Sunday October 19, 1997 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 


Admission 
Admission tickets are $4.00 in advance and $5.00 at the 
_ door. Tickets are valid both days. 


Flea Market a 
Flea market tables are available in the air conditioned Expo 
_ Certre on a first come basis. All tables are $20.00 in 
advance and $25.00 at the door, if available. Tables are 
valid both days. If adjacent tables are desired, registration 
_ forms mustbe mailed together. Electric is available at $7.50 
_ for both days. Admission tickets must be purchased with 
flea markettables. Friday setup for flea market is from 2:00 
PM to 8:00 PM. For more information contact Ken 
Summerell at (561) 640-9447 or E-Mail: sum@flinet.com 


_ Vendor Area 
For Vendor information contact Hal Gainen, N4UIT at (561) 
_ 439-0805. Friday vendor setup is from 2:00 PM to 8:00 PM. 


* Indoor Flea Market 
* Exhibits : 

* FCC Exams Sat. & Sun. (off site) 
* Door Prizes 

* Ample parking spaces 

* Handicap parking in front of bldg. 
* RV full-hookup sites 

* On-Site Security 

* Quality Food Catering 


FCC Exams 


Novice thru Extra exams are scheduled for Saturday and 
Sunday. Exams will start promptly at 9:00 AM. Exams will 
be held off site at the E.O.C. on Belvedere Rd. . 


Talk-In Frequency 

Talk-In will be on the 147.165 / 147.765 repeater . Talk-In 
will be active one hour before Hamfest hours and one hour 
before Setup hours. 


Lodging 

Days Inn - Turnpike 

6255 Okeechobee Blvd 

West Palm Beach, FL . 33417 

(561) 686-6000 or 1-800-286-5801 

Reservations must be made directly with Hotel and you 
must mention the HAMFEST to get the special rate. 
Reservation deadline is October 4th, 1997. 


Advanced Registration Form 


Palm Beach County HAMFEST 1997 
Reservation Deadline October 4th, 1997 


(Please Print Clearly) 


Name eae ci 8 he SC nee ea oy Call 
Address 
SITY (Get eae OP Rar ciao State Se Zip 


Phone 


Send a S.A.S.E (#10) and make checks payable to: 


Qty 
Admission ~—— @ $4.00 
. (valid beth days) 
Flea Market ____. @ $20.00 
(per space) 
Electric $7.50 
Total 


PBRA HAMFEST, P.O. Box 461, Lake Worth, FL 33460 
(All prices include Florida State Tax.) 
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Compiled by 
Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


Maitland Bahia Shrine Temple 
‘ 2300 Pembrook Dr. 

Talk-in on 147.390 

INFO: Cecil, K4KEN (407) 281-9169 
Egypt Temple ARA 

4050 Dania Shores Drive 

Talk-in on 146.940 

INFO: Jay, KOBSL (813) 822-9107 
Bradford County Fairgrounds 

U.S. 301 just east of SR 100 

Talk-in on 145.150 

INFO: Dan, K4RVD (904) 475-2695 


Oct 18/19 West Palm Beach Expo Center @ South FL 
Fairgrounds 


Oct ii Tampa 


Oct 18 Starke 


SR 80 just east of U.S. 441 

Talk-in on 147.165 

INFO: Ken, KD4CTG = (561) 640-9447 
Computer/Hamfest Show 

Dade County Expo Center 

S.W. 112th Ave & Coral Way 

INFO: Evelyn, W4WYR (305) 642-4139 


(NOTE! This is NOT the Miami 
Hamboree) 


Lake ARA (Eustis) 

East Lake C of C Bldg 
SR 437 (Plymouth-Sorrento Rd) 
Talk-in on 147.255 
INFO: Chuck, KE4EXM_ (352) 669-2075 
Port St Lucie St Andrew's Lutheran Church 
Prima Vista Blvd. 
Talk-in on 146.955 
INFO: Frank, N4FBX (561) 336-3069 

Fox Lake Park 
Harrison St west to the park 
Talk-in on 146.910/146.970 
INFO: Clyde, K4EOS (407) 267-9375 
UMARC/Flamingo Net Ham/Swapfest 
Physics parking lot. NW vorner U of 


Oct 24/25 Miami 


Nov 1 Sorrento 


Nov. 8 


Nov 8 


Titusville 


Nov 15/16 Miami 


Dec 6 


Upcoming Shows in Florida - Oct., 1997 


“Note. Since KB4VOL was damaged by lightning, SKIP is using the previ- 
ously published list of shows which should be relatively accurate. 


Miami campus (Coral Gables) VE 
Exams Talk-in on 146.865 (-) 
Florida Expo Park 
I-4 & US 301 
Talk-in on 147.165 
INFO: Charlotte WB4PEL (813) 733-6937 
Okeechobee Agriculture Center Bldg 
on US 441 1.5 mi north of SR 70 
Talk-in on 147.195 
INFO: Al, AD4RZ 
Booster Stadium 
N 36th Ave 1 mile N of SR 40 
Talk-in on 146.970 
INFO: Mario, N4ATSV = (352) 245-9514 
FL Sports Hall of Fame 
I-75 exit 82 to US 90 west 
Talk-in-‘on 145.490 > 
INFO: Colen, WA5RKR_ (904) 755-7969 
HELP AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR DATES IN 
_ 4 EARLY! 
PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND 
WHO TO CALL FOR INFO! 
Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 
Army MARS Call: AAT4RV 
~ Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL 8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe 
Sound, FL 33455 
E-Mail: kb4vol @gate.net 
FEISS ITO IO IO A TIT IOI IO IO ISO IOI I ACI AC A a a A I A I be 
VISIT OUR FLORIDA HAM WEB SITE! LOTS OF 
LINKS & THE MONTHLY LISTS! 


http://pages.prodigy.com/kb4vol 


FEI III IO TAT TO IO TO IIIS A A a A A A a A A aa a: 


Nov 22/23 Tampa 


(941) 467-0516 
Dec 6 Ocala 


Dec 13 Lake City 


THE COMMUNICATORS HANDBOOK 


A reference guide for the professional engineer or 
radio DX’er with a list of FREE catalogs and MUCH 
MORE!! To order, send $9.98 US Check/M.O., Canada 


$13.50 int'l postal M.O. to S. Crawford, P.O.B. 83, 
Riverdale, NY 10463. 


Fast FREE Shipping. 
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CLASSIFIED 


FREE!!! HAM and IBM Shareware disk catalog. High quality, 
newer, virus free programs. Specify disk size. MOM ‘N’ POP’S 
SOFTWARE, PO Box 15003-HD, Springhill, FL 34609-0111. 

1-352-688-9108, momnpop @ gate.net 


See the FUN you’ve 
been missing! 


g| Every day more and more 
hams are enhancing their 
C4fn enjoyment of ham radio 
TV by adding images to their 
2 conversations. 


Join the fun! 


new Pasokon TY Lite $30 + $3 shipping. 
(Software only - Uses simple interface on COM port.) 
Pasokoa TF Classic. ....... $200 + $5 shipping USA. 
(Complete package with internal interface.) $15 other countries. 
Absolute Value Systems 
115 Stedman St. #0 


Chelmsford, MA 01824-1823 
(508) 250 0614 


Visit http: //wew.ultranet.com/~sstv 
or write for details. 


Contacting SKIP 
Articles, advertising copy, subscriptions, 
classified ads, correspondence or press 

releases can be forwarded as follows: 
e Mail: | 


<i Fa 


Ji ~=SKIP Magazine | 
672 Indian River Drive 
Melbourne, FL aeee? 
«E-mail: 

Gwon@digital nef 
e Voice Phone: 
» 800-421-3279 


242-5993 (Local) 

FAX: 

800-421-3279 (Auto detects 
or you can enter ## to get fax 
machine) | 


PLEASE NOTIFY SKIP OF ADDRESS 
CHANGES OR “TEMPORARILY 
AWAYs"!! A simple phone call will do it 
and it costs you nothing. 


Deadline for material is 10th of month 
PREVIOUS to month of publication. 


CLASSIFIED RATES: 10 cents/word - $3.00 minimum 
for subscribers. All commercial and others, 15 cents/ 
word - $3.50 minimum. Deadline 10th month. Please 
print legibly. No ads by phone. 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


Name 


Callsign 


| 

| 

é 
O 

| O Renewal Address 
O Change Information : 

| ° City 

| O OneYear  $12.00* Stat 

| O TwoYears $23.00* ate 

| O Three Years $34.00* 

| *Foreign subscriptions add $12.00/ Zipcode 

| year 

OR ee a af ee pas RR eS SS ene a 
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2513 SOUTHWEST 9th AVENUE 


FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 
DISCOUNT 
PRICES 


“THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND HAM EQUIPMENT” 


ICOM VISIT OUR USED GEAR DEPT YAESU 


EQUIPMENT SOLD ON CONSIGNMENT 
LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS AND PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA! 
AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD AND VISA 
BROWARD DADE 


(954) 1-800-780-0103 (305) 
525-0103 Nationwide 944-3383 
“SE HABLA ESPANOL” | 


BULK RATE |. 
U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 
ADDRESS 
N'MAIL 


672 Indian River Dr. 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


a eM R OE oda, A RAN CORE LAN Dhl 
ADDRESS. SERVICE REQUESTED 


